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FRONT COVER ... Ric Henkel of Winnipeg. Manitoba. Canada roars towards us in his Super 
Stinson on Edo 2440 floats. Powered by a 230 hp Continental 0-470. this floatplane has 
tantastic performance for Ric and his whole family. EM photo by Jim Koepnick. shot with 
an EOS-ln equipped with an 8O-200mm lens. 1/125 sec . @ f16 on 100 ASA slide film. EM 
photo plane flown by Bruce Moore. 

~~~:J~~~~BACK COVER ... The 1996 Sport Aviation Compet ition's Theme was -Thumbs Up For 
Aviation.' The award was presented to Dennis O. Norman for his whimsical painting of Stan 
Laurel and Oliver Hardy. For more information. please turn to A/C News on page 2. 

Copyright © 1997 by the EAA Antique/Classic Division Inc. Ali rights reserved. 
VINTAGE AIRPLANE (ISSN 0091-6943) is published and owned exclusively by Ihe EM Anlique/Classic Division, Inc. of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association and is published monlhly at EM Aviation Center. 3000 Poberezny Rd., P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3086. 
Periodicals Poslage paid al Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901 and at additional mailing offices. The membership rale for EM Anlique/Classic Division, 
Inc. is $27.00 for current EM membens for 12 month period of which $15.00 is for Ihe publication of VINTAGE AIRPlANE. Membership is open 
to all who are interested in aviation. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EM Anlique/Classic Division, Inc., P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086. FOREIGN AND APO 
ADDRESSES - Please allow at leasl two monlhs for delivery of VINTAGE AIRPLANE 10 foreign and APO addresses via surface mail. 
ADVERTISING - Anlique/Classic Division does nol guaranlee or endorse any product offered Ihrough Ihe advertising. We invile conslruclive 
criticism and welcome any report of inferior merchandise obtained through our advertising so that corrective measures can be taken. 
EDITORIAL POUCY: Readers are encouraged 10 submil slories and pholographs. Policy opinions expressed in articles are solely Ihose of Ihe 
authors. Responsibility for accuracy in reporting resls enlirely wilh the conlribulor. No renumeralion is made. 
Malerial should be senllo: Edilor, VINTAGE AIRPLANE, P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086. Phone 414/426-4800. 

The words EAA, ULTRALIGHT, FLY WITH THE FIRST TEAM, SPORT AVIATION and Ihe logos of EAA, EAA INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION, EAA ANTIQUE/CLASSIC DIVISION, INTERNATIONAL AEROBATIC CLUB, WARBIRDS OF AMERICA are ® regislered 
Irademarks. THE EAA SKY SHOPPE and logos of Ihe EAA AVIATION FOUNDATION and EAA ULTRALIGHT CONVENTION are lrademarks 
of Ihe above associalions and Iheir use by any person olher Ihan Ihe above associalion is slrictly prohibiled. 

Publisher 

Tom Poberezny 


Editor-in-Chief 

Jack Cox 


Editor 

Henry G. Frautschy 


Managing Editor 

Golda Cox 


ArlDirector 

Mike Drucks 


Computer Graphic SpeCialists 

Olivia L. Phillip Jennifer Larsen 


Mary Premeau 


Associate Editor 

Norm Petersen 


Feature Writer 

Dennis Parks 


Staff Photographers 
Jim Koepnick LeeAnn Abrams 

Ken Lichtenburg 

Advertising/Editorial Assistant 

Isabelle Wiske 


EAA ANTIQUE/CLASSIC DIVISION, INC_ 

OFFICERS 

President Vice-President 
Espie 'Butch' Joyce George Daubner 

P.O. Box 35584 2448 Lough Lane 
Greensboro. NC 27425 Hartford. WI 53027 


910/393-0344 414/673-5885 

Secretory Treasurer 

Steve Nesse Charles Harris 
2009 Highland Ave. 7215 East 46th St. 

Albert Lea. MN 56007 Tulsa. OK 74145 
507/373-1674 918/622-8400 

DIRECTORS 
John Berendt Gene MorTis 

7645 Echo Point Rd. 115C Steve Court. R.R. 2 
Cannon Falis. MN 55009 Roanoke, TX 76262 

507/263-2414 817/491-9110 
Phil Coulson 

Robert C. ' Bob' Brauer28415 Springbrook Dr. 9345 S. HoyneLawton. MI 49065 
Chicogo. IL 60620616/624-6490 3121779-2105 

Joe Dickey John S. Copeland 55 Ookey Av. 28-3 Williamsburg CI. 
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025 Shrewsbury. MA 01545

812/537-9354 508/842-7867
6 

Dole A. Gustafson Stan Gomoll 
7724 Shady Hill Dr. 1042 90th Lane. NE 

Indianapolis, IN 46278 Minneapolis. MN 55434 
317/293-4430 612/784-1172 

Robert Uckteig 
Jeannie Hill1708 Bay Oaks Dr. 
P.O. Box 328Albert Lea. MN 56007 

HaNord. IL 60033507/373-2922 
815/943-7205

Dean Richardson Robert D. ' Bob' Lumley6701 Colony Dr. 
1265 South 124th St.Madison. WI 53717 Brookfield. WI 53005608/833-1291 414/782-2633 

S.H. ''Wes' Schmid Geoff Robison2359 Lefeber Avenue 1521 E. MacGregor Dr.
Wauwatosa. WI 53213 New Haven. IN 46774

414/771-1545 219/493-4724 

George York 

181 Sloboda Av. 


Mansfield. OH 44906 

419/529-4378 


DIRECTOR EMERITUS 
E.E. "Buck" Hilbert 

P.O. Box 424 
Union. IL 60180 
815/923-4591 

ADVISORS 
Steve Krog Roger Gomoll 

930 Tara HlE 3238 Vicoria St. N 
Hartford. WI 53027 St Paul. MN 55126 

414/966-7627 612/484-2303 



STRAIGHT & LEVEL 


With the Sun 'n Fun Fly-In being the kickoff event for the 
1997 flying season, aviation activities will really start to pick 
up. Of course, you ' ll see a short report on Antique/Classic ac­
tivities during the Fly-In in the May issue, with a full color re­
cap published in June. 

We will also be reporting to you about other fly-ins around the 
country from time to time. Since we cannot attend all of these 
events, it would be helpful to your editor if you could send in 
photos and a report so that we could keep your fellow members 
informed. If you need help putting it together, just call H.G. at 
414/426-4800 for some guidelines regarding article submissions. 
Do it - it's easy! 

Also along this line, any Antique/Classic Chapter activities 
you may have had are of interest to the membership - why not 
send in a report for use in the magazine? This Chapter informa­
tion is also very helpful to other Chapters who may be looking 
for a way to keep their members' interest level airborne. 

Speaking of Spring flying, please be extra careful when rolling 
out your aircraft if it has been put up for the winter. Do a very 
careful preflight inspection. Field mice, for example, can do 
some major damage. Randy Williams of Virginia had the plea­
sure of recovering the two bottom wings of his Stearman after 
field mice had eaten all of the rib-stitching cord, and Randy is go­
ing to write us an article about his experience; right, Randy? 

You also need to be careful if you have not flown for an ex­
tended period of time. It's not that you lose the basic flight skills 
- it's something more insidious . Your reaction time and skills 
become rusty without regular use. Give yourself an extra margin 
of safety until you get back up to speed. You could choose to fly 
with an instructor or by yourse l f for an hour or so before you 
carry a passenger. 

In reviewing the Antique/Classic Insurance Program loss re­
port given to me each quarter, the causes of accidents that stand­
out are still hand-propping an airplane without help, losing cOlJi 
trol on takeoff or landing, taxiing into, over or too near an object, 
improper security such as poor tiedowns, unsafe hangars, etc., 
and low time in make and model. If you see fellow antiquers do­
ing something that seems unsafe, you might want to nicely call it 
to their attention. Sometimes this person may not realize his mis­
take, and you might help save him some grief. Let's be careful 
out there. 

I may have mentioned before that your Antique/Classic Divi­
sion has obtained the IRS Class of 50 I (c)3 corporation. This clas­
sification now allows us to accept donations of items, time and 
money - those donations can be considered a tax deductible item. 
We had some items donated to the Division last year. This year, 
Leonard McGinty of Tampa, Florida has given the Antique/Classic 
Division two aircraft engines on stands - one is a 40 hp Continen­
tal and the other is a 50 hp Lycoming. Leonard had these two en-

by Espie "Butch" Joyce 

gi nes in his office at the Vandenburg airport when he owned the 
FBO on the field . Leonard was the first Antique/Classic Parking 
Chairman at Oshkosh and is a past president of Sun 'n Fun, Inc. 

Mr. Ken Brugh, Vero Beach, FL and Greensboro, NC, has do­
nated two aircraft to the EAA Aviation Foundation ; one is his 
Waco RNF with a 125 hp Warner engin e, and the other is his 
Waco YKS-7 . Both of these aircraft are very nice restorations and 
should be a great addition to the Pioneer Airport operations. The 
EAA and the antique folks are grateful to Ken for his having the 
faith in them to give these aircraft a good home. Ken grew up in 
the mountains of Virginia. He got involved with flying while at­
tending VMI and went on to become an instructor. Later he and 
Bevo Howard were involved in FBO operations, with Ken settling 
in Greensboro, NC. His operation became a full service FBO, "Air 
Service, Inc.", and a Beechcraft dealer. This business went on to 
be a very successful concern and the quality of this operation set 
the standard that other FBOs in this area worked hard to meet. The 
Antique/Classic Division would like to thank Leonard and Ken for 
their past, present and future support of aviation. 

In May, 1997, the Antique/Classic Division will be kicking 
off a new and aggressive membership campaign. The full de­
tails of this membership drive will be reported to you in the May 
issue of VINTAGE AIRPLANE. Here's a little peek at what 
we'll be doing: 

It will be a one-on-one membership drive, where the member 
who gains a new member will be rewarded for his/her effort. The 
greater the eff0l1 a member puts into this campaign, the greater the 
reward will be for them. In a little over a year there will be a draw­
ing from the names of all of those persons who have helped the 
Antique/Classic Division membership to grow. At this drawing 
we will be giving several very nice aviation related items that any­
one would be proud to own. This membership drive will be a win­
win campaign; those of you in Antique/Classic Chapters can start a 
contest as well. Let's start lining up those new members so they, 
too, can start enjoying all the benefits that each Antique/Classic 
member enjoys. The Chairman of this new membership drive is 
your AlC Director and past president, Mr. Bob Lickteig. 

This is the year that we are giving a special thanks to all the vol­
unteers who help with EAA and Antique/Classic activities. This 
month a special thanks goes out to all of your Antique/Classic 
members who take the time to help with the Young Eagles Pro­
gram throughout the year. With your help we are striving to 
deepen the love of aviation for future generations; thanks for help­
ing pass the flame. 

I was sent information by Mr. Tom Trainor about an Aeronca 
web site (www .cris.comJ~aeronca/) that is interesting. If you like 
Aeroncas, you should check it out. 

Let's all pull in the same direction for the good of aviation. Re­
member we are better together. Join us and have it all. '* 
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A/C NEWS 
EAA AIR ACADEMY STAFF 

compiled by H.G. Frautschy 

ABOUT THE BACK COVER . .. 
Dennis O. Norman of Cleveland, OH is 

a busy , prolific guy. Not only is he an 
award winning artist, he is a practicing at­
torney and the father of eight children, 
ranging in age from three to 31. 

Dennis is know to many of as an excellent 
designer and builder of rubber powered scale 
model airplanes. It should be no surprise that 
many of the top builders such as Dennis are 
also known for their artwork on canvas or art 
board - the two disciplines are certainly related 
to one's ability to create a piece of art using 
the hands and mind. Prior to Dennis' career in 
law, he attended the Akron Art Institute 
School ofdesign on a nil! art scholarship. His 
interest in aviation has been his avocation 
since he was a youngster. 

"Thumbs Up, Ollie" was inspired by a 
small photo in Dennis' office, which shows 
Stan and Ollie doing one of their comic 
bits. In the shot, Stan sticks his thumb up 
in the air like a cigarette lighter, and to Ol­
lie's amazement and the delight of the audi­
ence, the thumb produces a flame! Dennis 
wrote in his description of his artwork 
"Since Laurel and Hardy were at their pro­
fessional peak during 'The Golden Age' of 
aviation, they personify not only the hu­
mor, but also the spirit of those times." 
Dennis' choice to combine this classic 
comedy skit with a aviation theme, as well 
as his talent applying acrylic to canvas 
made it irresistible to the judges as they 
considered the the theme of the 1996 Sport 
Aviation Art Competition, "Thumbs Up 
For Aviation." Congratulations to Dennis 
on his award. 

POBEREZNY, THE STORY 
BEGINS ... 
It's now available! If you've ever won­

dered what Paul H. Poberezny is all about, 
what shaped and molded him into the cham­
pion of the homebuilder and the man will­
ing to work to see that men and women 
could build and fly their own airplanes in 
the USA, you'll really like this enjoyable 
book. Liberally sprinkled with photos from 
the Poberezny ' s photo collection, the early 
days of his aviation career and the founding 
of EAA are in there, along with a lot more! 

Poberezny, The Story begins ... is avail­
able in a standard hardbound edition 
($39.95) and a special leather-bound, auto­
graphed edition ($79.95). Order from Red 
One Publishing LLC, P.O. Box 3031 , 
Oshkosh , WI 54901-3031. 
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MONOCOUPE MADNESS III 
If you thought March Madness in col­

lege basketball was big, you've not seen 
anything yet! What is becoming an annual 
event in St. Louis could soon eclipse such 
silly things as basketball or maybe even 
baseball - at least for Monocoupe fans. It's 
Monocoupe Madness III, held September 
18-21, 1997 at Dauster Field in Creve 
Coeur, MO. Located near the Missouri 
river on the west edge of St. Louis, the air­
port is home to a number of antique air­
planes and aviators. Bob Coolbaugh, the 
able editor of the Monocoupe Newsletter, 
sent us a note telling us that Richard 
Adams, the former parts manager for Uni­
versal Molded products in Orlando, FL the 
last company that built Monocoupes, will 
be on hand. Richard has gathered six of the 
last factory workers who will join him at 
the fly-in, including Jack Kinker, who was 
the entire paint shop in the factory in Or­
lando - he singlehandly painted each of the 
last 99 'Coupes off the line. Add the atten­
dance of Monocoupers and their airplanes, 
along with some Darts, Velie motorcars 
and you've got one heck of a fly-in and 
hangar flying session. Sounds like fun! 
For information, write the Monocoupe 
Club, 6154 River Forest Dr. , Manassas, VA 
20112. You can call 703/590-2375 on the 
weekends, if you'd prefer. 

CIVIL AIR PATROL 
For a book about the anti-sub effort of the 

Civil Air Patrol in World War II on the At­
lantic Coast, researcher Roger Thiel would ap­
preciate hearing from C.A.P. veteran of this 
1942-43 armed, "belligerent" duty. Contact 
him at 1319 Naylor Ct., N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20001202/328-3286. 

Thiel wrote a related article for the July 
1992 issue of Vintage Airplane, and has 
given a forum on this tQpic each year at 
Oshkosh in 1984. 

NUWACO IS MOVING 
Roy Redman , the proprietor of Roy's 

Aircraft Service, Fairbault, MN has ac­
quired the Nuwaco Aircraft Company of 
Silver City, NM . The Nuwaco is a kit 
built version of the Taperwing Waco bi­
plane. Started by Ernest Bode in 1984, 
the company supplied both plans and kits 
to build your own copy of the famous air­
plane. Roy expects to be able to start 
shipping kits this summer. You can call 
Roy ' s at 1-800/393-5756. 

POSITIONS A V AlLABLE 
Expanding Air Academy programs have 

created the need for additional staff. These are 
primarily volunteer positions offering the re­
wards and satisfactions of participating in a 
program at the leading edge of aviation. 
Youth Academy sessions throughout the 
Summer offer opportunities for counselors, 
teachers and aviation craftsmen to share their 
knowledge, experiences and enthusiasm for 
aviation. Adult programs hold opportunities 
for experienced aviation craftsmen to provide 
instruction in sessions traditionally held in 
February and planned for offerings throughout 
the school year. All of these programs are 
presented in the EAA Aviation Center, 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

For an information package and applica­
tion please call toll free 1/ 888- EAA­
EAA9 (I / 888-322-3229). Please indicate 
your interest in a STAFF position in the 
Academy and leave your EAA number or 
name and complete address. 

CALLING ALL EDUCATORS 
EAA'S VISION OF EAGLES 
Plans to open the door to aviation to the 

next generation with educational and moti­
vational programs. These programs will 
focus on Young Eagles but will also be 
available to educators and youth group 
leaders. To further these programs, we are 
developing a data base of EAA members 
who are educators or whose spouse is an 
educator. The list will be used for surveys 
and providing educational materials to the 
respondents. 

Please call toll free 1/888-EAA-EAA9 
(1 /888-322-3229), indicate you are an EAA 
member-educator and leave your EAA 
number to receive the registration and sur­
vey materials. 

JACK WILHELM 
Jack Wilhelm , of Troy, OH passed 

away at the end of 1996 . Jack was the 
President Emeritus of the Waco Histori­
cal Society Museum, and was one of the 
people responsible for the creation of the 
museum , as well as its movement to­
wards the founding of a permanent home 
for the museum which chronicles the rich 
heritage the Waco Aircraft Co. left in the 
Troy area . Jack served as the Society ' s 
president for 10 years, and was a member 
of Waco Four group who oversaw the 
building of a Waco 4 replica . He was a 
member of the Western Waco and Ameri­
can Waco clubs, and the EAA. 

Contributions in Jack's name can be 
made to the Waco Museum, P.O. Box 62, 
Troy, OH 45373-0062 * 



Antique/Classic Volunteers: 

FLIGHT LINE SECURITY, 

PARKING AND SAFETY 


by Patricia "Trish" Dorlac 

Guiding the planes safely through the parking area is the task at hand for 
the Flight Line Safety Volunteers. 

This month I am delighted to intro­
duce you to the people who help keep 
Flight Line Operations running in a 
smooth and orderly fashion, those vol­
unteers who work with Flight Line 
Safety, Security, and Parking and 
Safety. The chairman of Flight Line Se­
curity is Geoff Robison, who hails from 
New Haven , Indiana. Geoff began vol­
unteering for the Antique/Classic Division 
in 1983, parking airplanes, helping with 
crowd control, and working as a crossing 
guard . He later became involved with 
Point Operations and sti ll is heavily in­
volved in that area. Geoff credits long 
time volunteer Andy Andrew with assist­
ing and scheduling point operations. Ge­
off became an Advisor to the AIC Board 
for Convention field operations in 1991 . 
Since his responsibilities during the Con­
vention are better served ifhe carries a ra­
dio, he was given the radio call sign "An­
tique 3." 

Off the field, Geoff is an active member 
in EAA Chapter 2 in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
and works for the City of New Haven Po­
lice Department where he has been the 
Chief of Police for the last 9 years. Obvi­
ously he has been placed in the perfect line 
of work at Oshkosh! Some of Geoff' s 
other activities include his involvement as 
second vice-president for the Indiana As­
sociation of Chiefs of Police and commit­
tee chairman for the Sergeant of Arms 
Committee for the International Associa­
tion of Chlefs of Police. Geoff is currently 
restoring a 1940 B model Funk with hi s 
partners , Mike Blombach and Archie 
James. Although he keeps busy, he does 
manage to find time to fly with his EAA 
friends. 

Many of his friends serve as volunteers 
each year at Oshkosh and include his co­
chairman Tim Fox and Tim's wife, 
JoAnne. They're from Ft. Wayne, Indi­
ana. Tim is Safety Director for a trucking 

If you fly in to the Convention, one of 
the first Antique/Classic volunteers 
you'll see is someone who will sort 
out the campers from the non­
campers, and then send them on 
their merry way. 

company in the Midwest and also has 
training in hazardous material and natural 
disaster preparedness. JoAnne is a critical 
care nurse and teac hes in the nursing 
school at Purdue. They both hold Amateur 
Radio licenses. Tim is restoring a 1946 
Ercoupe with Dave Beltz. Dave is from 
Columbia City, Indiana, and works as a 
truck driver. He is involved in amateur ra­
dio operations, flies model airplanes, and 
is currently working on his pilot 's license. 
Mike Blombach is a CFI and high school 
teacher and has been a key worker since 
1983. 

Geoff has great confidence in his team 
and credits their hard work and long hours 
with the security we all enjoy and have 
come to expect at Oshkosh. Some of his 
other outstanding team members include 
Ed DeBolt, another truck driver and ama­
teur radio operator. He also is a recently 
licensed pilot and the proud new owner of 
an Ercoupe! Archie James is a teacher and 
part owner of a Comanche and the Funk. 
Gary and his son Chris Lake are relatives 
of Geoffs and Gary actually is the person 
Geoff credits with getting him to ground 
school back in 1983 . Gary is Director of 
Transportation for a major school corpora­
tion and has been a teacher and coach as 
wel l. Chris is a sophomore at Manchester 
College. Richard and Pat Troutman came 
to Oshkosh for the first time this year and 
loved it. They too have been involved in 
radio control airplanes and Richard is a re­
tired Deputy Sheriff. Larry Woodrum, his 

VINTAGE AIRPLANE 3 



wife Lea and their son Steve own a Grum­
man Tiger. They enjoy model airplanes as 
well as flying their own full size plane! 

Describing his team's primary respon­
sibility, Geoff says that they provide secu­
rity for the Antique/Classic area from the 
show taxiway south to "oblivion," cover­
ing the largest area of all Divisions. Some 
of their duties include securing and lock­
ing the buildings, activating alarms where 
necessary and providing a two person 
" rolling patrol" that runs from early in the 
evening until early in the morning. Defin­
ing their primary purpose, Geoff states that 
it comes down to protecting the millions of 
dollars in aircraft. 

That there is very little theft or vandal­
ism (if any!) further defines the character 
of the members of EAA. Additional re­
sponsibilities include reinforcing quiet 
hours in the camping areas, responding to 
complaints, reinforcing camping creden­
tials, and ensuring the personal safety of 
the people at Oshkosh. Geoff says that the 
most common complaint has to do with 
quiet time violations . Since we are all 
there having a good time, it is easy to lose 
track of time and usually a reminder is all 
that is needed to bring down the noise lev­
els. When asked if they had ever had to 
apprehend anyone , Geoff said that the 
closest thing to an apprehension occurred 
when a person flew in after the field closed 
and was taxiing at high speed. He was 
quickly stopped and dealt with appropri­
ately. Having enjoyed a wonderful work­
ing relationship with the Winnebago 
County Sheriffs Department, Geoff a lso 
credits their people with helping to keep 
Oshkosh safe and secure. 

r have always appreciated the people who 
watch out for our airplanes as well as our per­
sonal safety while at Oshkosh. Tim says that he 
and Geoff work with the very best and that the 
diversity and outstanding people they work with 
make each year better than the last. Tim men­
tioned that a lot of these people do work the 
night shift. Watch out for those rolling patrols 
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and don 't forget to tell them how much you ap­
preciate them protecting your aircraft so you can 
sleep well at night knowing someone else is out 
there watching over it! Great thanks to all of the 
volunteers who help out with security! 

Another reason Flightline Operations 
run smooth ly is due to the efforts .of 
George Daubner, Chairman of Parking and 
Flightline Safety, and the many volunteers 
who work with him. George's introduc­
tion to Oshkosh occurred in 1974 when he 
flew some people into the event, dropped 
them off and took off during one of the 
busy departure periods. He realized this 
was something really exciting and returned 
later to further explore Oshkosh. George 
always enjoyed the show from the An-

Those cutoff Volkswagens that have 
become such a fixture during the EAA 
Convention have proven to be a very 
effective tool for Chairmen that have to 
cover a lot of ground. Both Geoff 
Robison (below) and George Daubner 
(left) use the Beetles to cover the mile 
and a half long AlC Classic parking 
area. The critter in the crosshairs on 
the side of Geoff's Bug pays homage to 
a skunk who zigged when he should 
have zagged one night on the flight line! 

It's not always serious on 
the Convention grounds. 
Here, Geoff gives a lift to a 
Warbirds flight line fellow 
who looks like he could 
use a visit from the 
Operation Thirst volun­
teers. Or he may have just 
gotten a bit too close to 
the exhaust of one of the 
Warbird kerosene burners 
during Jet Days! 

tique/Classic area and in 1983 he decided 
to volunteer. George refers to his fust day 
on the flightline as a day of "baptism by 
fire" as it was the day of the fly out break­
fast. In spite of a busy day (or perhaps be­
cause of it!) he continued volunteering at 
the Convention. A few years into his ser­
vice to the Division, he landed during the 
"off season" at Hartford Airport, and intro­
duced himself to Art Morgan. Art had a 
hangar there and encouraged him to be­
come more involved . George took Art's 
advice and over the past several years has 
he ld many positions including co-chair­
man of both Antique/Classic and Training 
and Parking. He became an Advisor to the 
A/C Board in 1988 and was appointed 
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(Left) Andy Anderson pauses for a moment in 
one of the John Deere Gators generously pro­
v ided by the Horicon Works of that world 
famous implement manufacturer. Andy's been a 
long time on the Antique/Classic flightline. 

(Below) Andy Anderson, a long time AlC volun­
teer, and George position the Mylar® covered 
Waco in front of the AlC Red Barn during EAA 
Oshkosh '96. Placing special aircraft around the 
Barn highlights the extraordina r y a i rplanes 
restored by AlC Division members 

chairman of Parking and Flightline Safety 
in 1993, after Art Morgan's passing. Cur­
rently, George is the vice-president of the 
Antique/Classic Division. 

As chairman of Parking and Flight Line 
Safety, call sign "Antique 2," his job in­
cludes balancing the needs of the individu­
als with the guidelines of the Convention in 
regard to planning the field layout. He co­
ordinates group parking activities with all 
areas and works closely with the chairmen 
for the Antique/Classic Fly Out and Parade 
of Flight, coordinating the Flight Line part 
of the activities. 

When not at Oshkosh, George works as 
both corporate pilot and data processing man­
ager for an engineering sales fmn in Milwau­
kee. Since flying is obviously a passion for 
George, I asked him how he became so inter­
ested in flying. George said that his dad was 
with the outfit that succeeded the Flying Tigers 
as a P-5l crew chief of the 531 st Fighter 
Squadron in China. He really got a taste of the 
excitement of flying by listening to his dad. 
He just knew it was something he wanted to 
do. He earned his private pilot's license in 
1970 and his first job was flying a Beech 18. 
He has flown a variety of aircraft including 
twin Cessnas, Beeches and the Rockwell Aero 
Commander. He has 9000 hours of total time 
with 1000 hours in a tail dragger! George is 
the lead pilot for the Ford Trimotor, one of the 
aircraft commanders of the B-17, and also flies 
the EAA's Spirit of St. Louis. He says that in 
addition to flying, his favorite part of Oshkosh 
is the warbird show and the part they have 
played in our country's history. He has a spe­
cial appreciation for the missing man forma­
tion that reminds us of the ultimate sacrifice 
for freedom. 

George ' s co-chairman is Geoff Robison 
and the two enjoy a great working relation­
ship. They encourage the volunteers and 
provide a we ll-run operation that makes it 
easy for us to do our jobs. George spoke 
highly of all of the volunteers, including 
Andy Andrew, all the point managers, the 
people who run our operations shack and all 
the volunteers who assist in parking air­
planes, working with crowd control and 

manning the crosswalk. One of our volun­
teers who keeps coming back and deserves 
a special mention here is Art Maynard who 
can identify just about every flying object 
there is. He is one of our very special as­
sets! To recognize all these outstanding 
volunteers we would need several pages for 
the honor roll, wonderful people whom we 
work with on the Flight Line. To read more 

(Left) Safely guiding airplanes in and out 
of the parking areas can be a big job, 
but it's not impossible - in fact, AlC vol­
unteers do it day in and day out with a 
smile on their face. 
Kathy McGurran , the " Fl ight Li ne 
Volunteer of the year," sometimes cov­
ers the Flight Line with a motor scooter. 

about these fine people, you can look back 
to your January issue of Vintage where the 
Flight Line volunteers are recognized. 
George is very emphatic that when it comes 
to AlC Parking at Oshkosh it is 100% vol­
unteers making it happen and making it 
look easy . He enjoys his job mostly be­
cause he works with all kinds of interesting 
and enjoyable people and in his words , 
"Planes bring us to Oshkosh the first time, 
but the people keep you coming back." 

Having had the privilege of working 
with both of these gentlemen, I can person­
ally testi fy that they are a primary reason 
many of us come back year after year and 
don the orange vest for the Antique/Classic 
Division. Their professional attitude and 
desire to do the best job possible shines 
through , as does their great ability to en­
courage and praise those of us who work 
with them. ... 
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If you're new to the Vintage Airplane 

world, you might 

just wonder . .. 


What's a 
Type Club 

and 

by Why Should
Joe Dickey 

Chairman, fAA NC Division Type 

Club Headquarters 

55 Oakey A venue 


Lawrenceburg, IN 47025-1538 

Phone 812/537-9354 


What is a type club? 
A visiting European once observed that 

two Americans, upon meeting for the first 
time, could discover a common interest in 
seconds. He further noted that within min­
utes those same Americans would form a 
club to promote and encourage their com­
mon interest. 

Type clubs exist as the result of a com­
mon interest among a group of people . 
The group may be of any size. The inter­
est may be about any subject from Pieten­
pols to Pontiacs to politics. All that is re­
quired to form a club is leadership, funds, 
and people with an interest in an object, an 
idea, or a way of life. The type clubs we 
are concerned with here consist of people 
who are mutually interested in a particular 
type or brand of airplane. 

What can a Type Club do for me? 
A type club can save you money, keep 

you from making mistakes others have al­
ready made, show you how to restore, 
maintain and fly your airplane - in short, 
provide the equivalent of many years of 
hard won experience at a very low cost. 

Information is a type club's most im­
portant product and is usually distributed 
through a periodic publication. The period 
may be as regular as the calendar or very 
hit-and-miss, depending on the resources 
of the club. The sort of information pro­
duced also varies widely. Some publica­
tions are highly technical, aimed at main­
tenance and restoration. Others are 
primarily social , historical, or events ori­
ented. Most publications try to achieve a 
balance of subjects which they think will 

6 APRIL 1997 

I Care? 

appeal to their readers. 

Type clubs may also offer parts, gim­
cracks and services for sale, classified ad­
vertising, technical assistance, contact 
with other members and the organization 
of fly-ins and fly-outs. When all else fails, 
a good type club wi ll at least offer you 
sympathy and understanding. 

What can I do for a Type Club? 
Bless you. That question gets asked all 

too seldom. People who operate type 
clubs cannot know all the answers, nor can 
they do all that needs to be done. Just as 
H.G. Frautschy has asked for general con­
tributions to this type club magazine 
known as VINTAGE AIRPLANE, you 
have specialized ideas, experience and ex­
pertise to share with others with machines 
similar to your particular airplane. Your 
type club's publication needs you. Even 
newcomers have a valuable point of view 
to share. People new to any endeavor also 
have an embarrassing way of asking ques­
tions which stump the "experts" and initi­
ate whole new areas of research. 

You may have talents in marketing, 
business administration, accounting, com­
puting, art, printing - any of the many 
skills your type club needs to function and 
thrive . Offer your assistance. Stronger 
type clubs benefit everyone. 

You can also help by "getting up to 
speed" with what the club has done in the 
past. Where back issues of the publication 
are offered, buy all you can. Many of your 
questions have already been answered. 

How do Type Clubs operate? 

The term "club" is often a misnomer. 


Though some type clubs do have elected 
officers and operate on a not-for-profit ba­
sis, most "clubs" a re small businesses 
owned and operated by individuals. Many 
of these organizations also operate on a 
not-for-profit basis, but not intentionally. 

Type club operations take as many 
forms as the subjects they cover, but all 
strongly reflect the character, interests and 
resources of those who start and operate 
the club. Some are very well organized 
and operated, others less so. We who op­
erate the latter greatly admire those who 
operate the former. 

Who operates Type O ubs - and why? 
All sorts of people operate type clubs 

for all sorts of reasons. Few who operate 
type clubs make a living at it. Indeed, few 
make their living in aviation at all. Every­
one from musicians and farmers to engi­
neers and librarians operate type clubs. 

However, some type clubs are operated 
as an adjunct to an aviation business. 
Parts, STCs or repair services are offered 
for a particular type of airplane. The type 
club becomes a means to gather potential 
customers and to advertise one's wares. 

Learning is a good reason to start a type 
club. There is no better way to learn than 
to teach . The operation of a type club can 
also be used to offset some of the opera­
tor's flying expenses, assuming there is 
some profit, which there seldom is. 

Speaking of money, no sane person starts 
a type club to make money. Dues by them­
selves will seldom pay the expenses of the 
publication. Money beyond break-even 
must come from commercial advertising or 



the sale of books, videotapes and gimcracks 
or the services mentioned before. 

A few people do operate type clubs just 
for the fun of it. In spite of the dinner 
hour phone calls and the time required, 
operating a type club is a great way to 
meet some of the best and closest friends 
you will ever have. Of course, as a mem­
ber of a type club, you can meet many of 
the same folks and not have your dinner 
interrupted so often. 

Finally, some type club operators con­
fess to being evangelists. We sincerely 
believe our airplanes and our way of fly­
ing to be the best/most fun/safest way to 
aviate. Like the big- "E" evangelists, our 
beliefs require us to spread the word to the 
less fortunate who have yet to see the 
light. Ours is a thankless and never end­
ing task, but we pursue our work in the 
certain knowledge of our righteousness 
and eventual reward. 

Why more than one Type Oub per type? 
Type clubs are highly individual and 

specialized. It is impossible to cover 
everyone's special interests in a sing le 
publication. Of two or three clubs devoted 
to your brand of airplane, one will suit you 
best. You should try them all for a year or 
two to see which will best serve your 

needs. Type clubs are no more durable 
than those who operate them, so more than 
one club assures you will not be left help­
less when a club folds. 

Then there is always the disgruntled 
member who is sure he/she can run a type 
club better than it is being run. We always 
encourage such folks to give it a try. Type 
club operations being what they are, we 
get a lot of satisfaction whether they suc­
ceed or fail. 

There is no Type Club for my air­
plane. What should I do? 

First, consider starting a type club. We 
would be happy to help with suggestions 
about what to do and not to do when get­
ting started. We can put you in touch with 
other folks who are also full of advice and 
other materials. Don ' t be discouraged if 
there are only a few of your kind of air­
plane in existence. Some of the best Type 
Clubs represent fewer than 40 airplanes. 

Your next choice is to join a club rep­
resenting airplanes simi lar to yours. For 
example, all the little tube and fabric tail­
draggers share many of the same ills. Tips 
for one brand serve well for other brands. 

Where do I find the Type Oub for me? 
Start with the type club listing in the 

December, 1996 issue of this magazine . 
It ' s also available online within the EAA 
Home Page of the Internet at 
www.eaa.org. Look for it by clicking on 
the "Specialty Groups" button , and ac­
cessing the Antique/Classic Web Page . 
If you find nothing in these two locations, 
give us a call. We many have later news. 
Select the clubs of interest and write or 
call them. Request information and a 
membership form. If you want a sample 
magazine, send a few bucks to at least 
cover the mailing cost. The budget of 
most type clubs would embarrass a Cub 
Scout Troop. 

During the EAA Convention at 
Oshkosh , come to the Type Club Head­
quarters in the big circus tent about 100 
feet south of the Antique/Class ic Divi­
sion's Little Red Bam. Therein you will 
find representatives of many type clubs. 
You will also find a place to sit in the shade 
and rest at the TCHQ Information booth , 
an official bull-shooting area where all 
tales and sagas are required to be believed. 
You will also find a cool drink and some of 
the best times to be had anywhere on 
Wittman Airfield. Hope to see you there! ... 
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----­ -----­
by Peter R. Davis <Ale 2~666) 

LAST FLIGHT ~ Jl024 

On a chilly December morning (December 14, 1996) Lus­

combe 37024 and 1 began our last flight together, a flight that 
took us, literally, from Wilmington, North Carolina to Murfrees­
boro, Tennessee, but, more important, a flight back in time , a 
journey through the mind. 

37024 began life in Trenton, New Jersey, on February 27, 
1941 as a model 8A powered by a Continental 65 hp engine. 
Over the next 50 years she acquired metal wings, numerous 
dings from an accident or two, and several coats of paint from 
many owners during three or four thousand hours flying time. 

During a six months rebuild, 37024 was disasse mbled, 
stripped of paint, upholstery, the panel and items in need ofre­
pair or replacement. New paint, upholstery, a new panel, fuel 
lines, and refurbished instruments were installed and a few 
skins replaced. The result was not a show plane, but an airplane 
that looked and flew as she did in 1941 . 

As the wheels lifted from the concrete runway at New 
Hanover International Airport at first light that Saturday morn­
ing, a feeling of nostalgia rushed through my body. Below us, 
the world seemed asleep. A light mist hovered over the earth 
making everything seem surreal, alone in an endless sea. 

The Luscombe flew west over the Cape Fear River where 
the battleship North Carolina is berthed as a WW II memorial. 
37024 spent the war years as a trainer, doing her part to keep us 
free though airplanes don 't know that. 

Visibility was 15 plus miles, considered excellent on the east 
coast. Though the wind was in my face at 10 to 15 knots, it was 
as calm as the small ponds over which we flew at 750 to 1000 
feet to avoid the headwind . Below, farms and s treams and 
fields and houses passed, but no person or other aircraft was to 
be seen. 

A liquid compass guided my path as 1 checked off landmarks 
on my sectional to mark our progress. With the stick in my left 
hand and looking at the barest of flight instruments, 1 thought 

back on the barnstormers and mail pilots that crisscrossed the 
country with road maps, flying equipment that often required 
pilots to be magicians with tools, wood, fabric and glue; those 
gifted and dedicated airmen who established the value of avia­
tion to a nation still uncertain whether or not man should fly. 

No, I did not equate my talent with theirs (my Garmin 55 
GPS was resting on the seat next to me for guidance and secu­
rity), but rather 1 thanked God for the opportunity to experience 
flight for the sake of flight, freedom to share in the sheer joy of 
having a beautiful blue sky to one's self and the intelligence to 
realize that it was more a gift than a right. 

37024 crossed into South Carolina with Camden being our 
first fuel stop. Other than an endless stream of cards on 1-95, 
going where I can only imagine, the roads were empty and the 
only motion below being smoke curling upward and downwind 
from houses scattered miles apart. Still, no other airplanes had 
been seen two hours into the flight as I called Camden Unicom 
to ascertain that the airport was open with fuel. 

A nice young man fueled the 14 gallon tank located behind 
the cockpit. I wondered if he dreamed of flying the skies one 
day in jets or if he was just performing a job, but r didn't ask. 
The inside walls of the small brick terminal were lined with pic­
tures of the Camden airport when it was a hub of activity back 
in the days when hangars were made of wood and had rounded 
roofs and airp lanes had two sets of wings and av iation was 
more ofa dream than a reality. 

After two hours of flying a Luscombe, a pilot's muscles and 
bones need stretching and being massaged back to their proper 
places in one's body. I was no hurry, and slowly I walked back 
to 37024 and checked her out, a habit that owners of antique 
aircraft develop to a fine art. Satisfied with what 1 found and 
following the proper procedure, I hand propped the nonelectric, 
strictly VFR machine and returned to a blue sky devoid of 
clouds and aircraft. Again, 1 had it all to myself as South Car­



olina rolled beneath us. 
In this time of transponders and airspace designed like up­

side down wedding cakes, new pilots tend to be intimidated into 
believing that no movements are possible without departure, 
flight following, approach and a tower to guide one safely 
through the crowded skies when, in fact, there are less pilots 
and less airplanes flying then there were 25 years ago. 

Once in the air, I turned off my ICOM A21 hand held radio, 
one of the best products that I have ever owned, and listened to 
the engine and the wind whistling through a cockpit sealed with 
1930s technology, but the heater kept me warm. I scanned the 
horizon and the sky around me looking for traffic, a habit lost 
when depending on "big brother" to spot aircraft for you. 

Below me, the pastures were bright green , almost like a 
spring crop. Trees still wore a few autumn colored leaves, but 
most were bare giving a clean look to the brown floor of the for­
est. An occasional person could be seen feeding their livestock 
or just walking through yards and fields; no one looked up to 
see the 55 year old airplane and the 54 year old pilot. 

My route was planned to keep me outside of all controlled 
airspace, especially 
Columbia, Charlotte 
and Atlanta . With no 
transponder, it would be 
irresponsible to venture 
too close causing traffic 
to be diverted because 
they would not know if 
I was at 1000 feet or 
10,000 feet. With free­
dom comes responsibil­
ity, common sense, and 
courtesy. 

As I approached the 
Appalachian mountains 
now beginning to loom 
upward to the northwest 
of my course, I turned 
more southerly to skirt 
around them and fly to 
the Pickens County Airport just over the southern tip and out of 
sight. While I had hoped for clear air to enjoy a vista of an end­
less mountain range, it was not to be. Rather, the view was 
marred by haze that shrouded the sides but let the tips show 
through. At 3,500 feet MSL I crossed their southern end and 
flew into the valley of Jasper, Georgia an area, from my vantage 
point, that appeared relatively untouched by development. It 
was beautiful. 

I landed at the Pickens County Airport and called the tele­
phone number posted on the front door of the FBO for those pi­
lots needing fuel. The response was quick and the service ex­
cellent. On the tarmac was another Luscombe along with more 
modern airplanes. In the pattern, a Champion Tri-Champ did 
touch and goes. Not a cloud could be seen, the breeze blowing 
gently from the northwest. 

To the general public educated about aviation by the news 
media but unschooled in facts, the sky is crowded and flying is 
dangerous. Of the 6,000 or more Luscombes built, about 2,000 
still fly. This nation manufactures more automobiles each week 
than the current civil aircraft (ISO,OOO) population existing in 
the United States. Put all of the pilots (670 ,000) in one place 
and it would be a small, and shrinking, city. It has been esti­
mated that most days will find more government employees in­
volved in regulating and controlling aircraft than there are air­
planes in the air. The problem that does exist is that airplanes 
tend to be located in the same few airports and all want to 
schedule takeoffs and landings at the same time. 

Back in the air again my mind toyed with the fact that at 92 
mph I was flying across a Georgia valley at about the same 

speed Lindbergh crossed the Atlantic Ocean in an airplane not 
much larger than my Luscombe. (A Luscombe 65 horsepower 
SA still holds a speed record of liS mph in some category.) 

After departing Pickens, I climbed to get over the ridges that 
were left by glaciers traveling south millions of years ago . 
These small endless mountains or hills look very much like a 
furrow turned up by a single blade plow. The once separated 
valleys are now joined by tunnels cut through the hills. Houses, 
roads, and radio towers adorn the crests while the steep slopes 
remain virtually untouched. 

Passing over Dalton, Georgia and well outside of Chat­
tanooga airspace, I decided to give approach control a call. It 
was a mistake. 

"Chattanooga Approach, Luscombe 37024 over Dalton fly­
ing south of your airspace to the west , non transponder 
equipped." 

"Aircraft calling, no transponder?" A pause as if the con­
troller were trying to believe what he had heard. And then , 
"Remain clear of Class C airspace ." I got the distinct feeling 
that he had never spoken to a Luscombe before and considered 

flying without a 
transponder dangerous. 

"Affirmative, Lus­
combe 37024 , an an­
tique is non transpon­
der equipped, 024." I 
responded. Chat­
tanooga conversed with 
other traffic as I 
scanned an empty sky 
and crossed over a high 
ridge just past Dalton. 
The next valley was an­
other visual delight of 
farms and fields and 
meadows as the sun , 
now above me , re­
flected the vivid colors 
of a world very much 
alive. 

I turned towards the southwest to avoid any chance of viol at­
ing Class C airspace and again called to find out if 37024 was 
showing up on his radar scope. 

"Chattanooga Approach, Luscombe 37024, do you have me 
as a target?" 

Another silence, and finally, "Aircraft calling, I have one tar­
get between Dalton and Lafayette." 

"Chattanooga Approach, that must be 024, I will remain 
clear of your airspace, 024." I continued on my journey, and 
once past Mount Eagle, I turned off the radio and again had the 
sky and world to myself. 

Somehow, the world looks less frightening from the sky. 
The rivers look clean and the towns look gentle. After crossing 
another ridge or two, I arrived at the valley that would take me 
to Murfreesboro and the end of my relationship with Luscombe 
37024. 

To those of us who love and fly old airplanes, we have come 
to realize that while we may think that we own them we really 
don't. Rather we are stewards of a precious and fragile asset 
lent to us for a brief period of our life, entrusted to us in the 
hope and belief that we will enjoy them and pass them on in 
better condition than we received them. Luscombe 37024 pre­
ceded me, and for IS months we were together. Now she is 
owned by a man half her age who finds her beautiful and ex­
pects her to transport him through his journey of dreams. I wish 
them well. 

Five-hundred miles, six hours, hundreds of memories and a 
thousand dreams in one day, one wonderful experience called 
the gift of flight. ... 
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IVIIAT OUR MEMBERS ARE RESTORING 

----------------------------------------------------------- byNor~Petersen 


Golden Oldie 

This Travel Air 4000, NC8180, 
powered with a Wright J6-5 engine 
of 165 hp, was photographed in the 
1950's by veteran EAAer Leo 
Kohn (EAA 4) , the picture com­
ing to light in the estate of John 
Van Buren of Mattydale, NY, and 
was contributed by Chuck Burtch 
(EAA 56205) of Phoenix, NY. In­
teresting items include the " long 
nose" for the lighter weight J6-5 
engine , air wheels , square rear 
windshield and rounded front 
windshield and fancy paint stripe 
on the side of the fuselage. Also 
notable is the sharp-looking Rear­
win Cloudster in the background 
complete with wheelpants. 

Bruce Dudley's Stinson 108-3 

Parked and tied down on the asphalt ramp at Sky Harbor Seaplane Base in Duluth is this pretty white and blue Stin­
son 108-3 , N6973M, SIN 108-4937, mounted on a set of Edo 2425 floats. Tenderly cared for by its owner, Bruce 
Dudley (EAA 347684, A /C 21819), of Duluth, MN, the Stinson is flown around the lakes of Minnesota and Canada 
during the six warm months of the year. Note the daylight coming through the fixed leading edge wing slot ahead of 
the aileron - a Stinson trademark. All controls are clamped in place for winter and the nose is covered with a tight-fit­
ting blanket to keep out unwanted guests. Powered with a Franklin six-cylinder engine of 165 hp, the Stinson makes a 
highly respectable seaplane on 2425 floats. 
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Bill Bellamy's Cessna 170B on floats 

Photographed on the tiedown at Duluth's Sky Harbor 
Seaplane Base is Dr. William Bellamy's (EAA 530425) 
1952 Cessna 170B, N 16760, SIN 20318, mounted on a 
set of nice looking Edo 2000 floats. Since the picture 
was taken, the two-position McCauley prop has been re­
placed with a fixed pitch 76 X 47 seaplane propeller on 
the front end of the 145 hp Continental which seems to 
work fine . Other amenities include a full STOL kit with 
new leading edges, fences on the top side of the wing 
along with drooped wingtips for good slow speed perfor­
mance - so necessary on floats. With its original paint 
scheme in dark blue and polished aluminum, the 170B 
cuts a pretty picture on floats. Bill Bellamy, a dentist by 
trade, learned to fly floats from hjs father, Dick Bellamy, 
a longtime Piper J-4 Cub Coupe (N28234) seaplane pilot 
from Duluth, MN. 

Gary Tree's Luscombe 8A 

Snapped by EAA photographer Lee Ann 
Adams at the January 25,1997 Pioneer 
Skiplane Fly-In in Oshkosh is this pretty Lus­
combe 8A, N28729, SIN 1490, mounted on a 
set of Federal A 1500 skis and flown in by its 
owner, Gary Tree (EAA 419202), of Middle­
ton, WI. This airplane, a 1940 model with 
'46 metal wings, has been in Gary's family 
since 1954, having been owned for many 
years by his late father, Hubert Tree, and then 
given to Gary by his mother. Powered with a 
Continental A65 engine swinging a Mc­
Cauley Klip-Tip prop, the Luscombe cruises 
on skis at 85 and will hit 110 wide open. 
Gary has logged over 170 hours in the little 
two-placer on wheels and skis - and enjoyed 
every minute! 

FW-44 "Stiegli tz" 
from Finland 

From the small country of Fin­
land comes tills photo of a restored 
Focke-Wulf Fw-44 Steiglitz (Finch) 
trainer with the civilian registration, 
OH-SZO . The photo was con­
tributed by longtime EAA member 
Hanna Riihela (EAA 185733, Ale 
10342) of Lahti, Finland. The Fw­
44 has a 29 foot wingspan , four 
ailerons, balanced elevators and is 
powered with a Siemens & Halske 
SH-14a engine of 150 hp (later 
models had 160 hp). The wings are 
of wooden construction with fabric 
covering and the fuselage is welded 
steel tubing with fabric covering. 
Gross weight is 1980 Ibs. and maxi­
mum aerobatic weight is 1694 lbs. 
Although designed and built in Ger­
many, the Fw-44 was also license­
built in Sweden, Austria, Argentina 
and Brazil. 

VINTAGE AIRPLANE 11 



I Wish My Wife 
A Tale 

OJ Was Like You 
TIvo 

Loues 

by 
Bebe Teichman 

The 1946 Aeronca Champ 
taxis up to the gas pumps after 
a sightseeing flight over my 
children's school. Just as I shut 
down, at least one of the retired 
men gets up and walks towards 
my Aeronca. With a big smile 
he will say, "I learned to fly in 
a Champ back in the forties." 
Just like a broken record , the 
next words will be " I wish 
my wife was like you. She 
won't even fly with me, or 
come out to the airport ." This 
is what I hear almost every day . The 
faces are different but the words are 
always the same. 

I' m hoping that some young spouse 
of an aviator will read this. If you're the 
one who has a reluctant partner, maybe 
you ' ll just happen to leave this maga­
zine open to this page laying on a fa­
vorite chair, or if you're really bold, just 
ask them to read it. Perhaps these words 
can strike a chord in her heart that you 
may find difficult to express. 

It's my wish that these words can re­
sult in a positive attitude towards avia­
tion. Certainly, ifmy advice is taken, a 
bad or failing marriage can become a 
fantastic and unique relationship. 

Go out to the airport with your lover 
and take an intere st in those planes. 
Plan a cookout at your hangar and invite 
other aviators, their spouses, members 
of your family , close friends and your 
flying spouse. 

Go to those weekend fly-ins that 
most EAA Chapters put on, and soon 
you will find that you would like to take 
a vacation to places like Sun 'n Fun, 
EAA Oshkosh or Sentimental Journey 
at Lock Haven, PA. You don ' t have to 
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become a pilot, as I did - but you can if 
you'd like. You do need to keep one 
thing in mind though. This "flying 
thing" is not going to go away. If you 
don't want to have bitterness in your 
marriage, accept it and take an interest. 
Very soon, if your wish to succeed at 
embracing aviation is sincere, you 
will find that a love for aviation and 
the people that come with it will de­
velop in you as it did in me within 
months of our honeymoon. 

Being the wife of a man who is plane 
crazy, I am very grateful to have been 
enlightened to the world of aviation . 
For almost 14 years our life has re­
volved around flying. We have been to 
places in our Twin Comanche that lots 
of people have never heard of. Our chil­
dren have had experiences that other 
children will never have, and because of 
that, they seem to be smarter. We know 
things that most people don't, and this 
sets us apart fOlm average people, mak­
ing us a unique family . That's not said 
in a conceited or haughty way, but as a 
way of expressing my appreciation for 
all that aviation has given to us . Be­
sides, how else would a three-year-old 

little boy like our son know what GUMP 
and VOR stands for? 

Because of the homebuilt that my 
husband started in our garage six years 
ago, we gained talents in woodworking, 
welding and fabric work . We have 
learned to appreciate an art (homebuild­
ing) that most people don ' t even know 
exists. By the way, our daughter Amelia 
is the only kid in the second grade who 
can weld a beautiful bead! 

I never dreamed that I would be a pi­
lot, but because my husband turned me 
on to this world of flying I have become 
not only an aviator but an owner of an 
Classic aircraft. This is no passing 
fancy - I got my private license 10 years 
ago , and my Champ eight years ago. 
Flying is something I do every chance I 
get, and I never grow tired of it. I have 
become a self-confident woman, and the 
knowledge I have gained from aviation 
has helped me in every aspect of my 
life. We have a fantastic marriage and 
two great kids. If I had not taken a posi­
tive attitude towards aviation, I'm sure 
I'd truly ordinary and would be a part­
ner in a not-so-great marriage . Take it 
from me: "Flying is Fun!" ... 



Heading right at you are Ric and Jason Henkel in the award winning Super Stinson, C-FKJV, mounted on round-topped Edo 2440 
floats. The chrome plated spinner and cowl grills are visible as well as the highly polished stainless cowl fasteners. Note anti­
splash rails on inside edges of the floats 

by 
Norm Petersen 

Ric Henke/'s 

Super 

Stinson 

108-3 


on 

floats 


Running off with the "Best Fabric Cov­
ered Seaplane Award" at EAA Oshkosh '96 
was a veteran Canadian seaplane pilot 
named Ric Henkel (EAA 234398, AIC 
10766) of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada , 
who flew his brightly painted 1948 Super 
Stinson 108-3 , CF-JKV, SIN 108-4841, 
mounted on Edo 2440 floats, to the big sea­
plane fly-in at the Vette Seaplane Base 
southeast of Oshkosh. 

Ric did not win thi s award by himself ­
his lovely wife, Linda, his son, Jason (age 
15) and his pretty daughter Jaime (age 18), 
a ll had a busy in vo lvement in the nearly 
two-year restoration of the Super Stinson. 
[n addition to the long hours spent restoring 
airplanes back in Winnipeg , the entire 
Henkel family is in the forefront of the busy 
volunteer crew at the Oshkosh seaplane fly­
in. In short, the award could not have gone 
to a more deserving family. 

Ric made hi s solo flight in a Cessna 150 
owned by the Winnipeg Flying Club way 
back in 1976. His first airplane was a Lus­
combe 8E which he flew on w hee ls and 
skis, earn ing hi s Private license on - you 
guessed it - skis! When the floatplan e bug 
started itching on his tender body, he bought 
a '48 Cessna 140 on Edo 1650 floats and 
earned his Seaplane rating. However, he al­
ways felt the 85 hp Cessna had to work hard 

and long at getting out of the water, so he 
converted the bird to a 135 hp Lycoming 0­
290-D2 engine along with a 76 X 50 sea­
plane propeller. The results were surprising 
as the Cessna moved out smartly, getting 
off the water with ease and cruising in the 
120 mph range with a full load. Ric put 
nearly 200 hours on the pretty two-place 
floatplane before moving on to the next ex­
perience. 

In 1980, he sold the Cessna 140 and 
bought a Cessna 1501150 on Edo 1650 
floats. Although it had more horsepower 
that the previous airp lane, it didn't handle 
heavy loads as well and Ric was quite dis­
appointed. After five months, he sold the 
J501150 and starting looking for something 
a bit larger that could haul a family. 

In far northwestern Ontario, a Stinson 
108-3 on Edo 2425 floats was located and 
brought back to Winnipeg. The airplane 
was powered with a Lycoming 0-435 en­
gine of 190 hp pulling a constant-speed 
prop. Ric promptly jumped into the rebuild 
of the Stinson, registered C-FZHZ, covering 
the airplane in Ceconite and butyrate dope . 
The final color was overall yellow with 
white and black trim. The 2425 floats were 
painted white to match, making a sharp ­
looking combination. 

The Henkel family flew 'ZHZ to the 
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(Left) Shown taxiing into the 
Vette Seaplane Base, Ric 
Henkel was one of the early 
arrivals with the pretty Su­
per Stinson. Note how the 
lines on the floats add a dis­
ti nct touch to the overall 
paint scheme. 

~::::::::i::;~::2i~;;!;~~==~~~~~~~~~::~;;~~~~~ii~~(~A~b~OVe)COmplete Iyre-
done interior reveals a 
new instrument panel 
with all new instruments, 
chrome plated assist 
handles and trim cran k 
on cabin roof. The rich 
looking seats and interior 
panels really caught the 
eye of the judges. Note 
the tiny float hanging on 
the key chain , an ab­
solute necessity with 
seaplanes. 

Ric Henkel and his son, Jason, upon arrival at Oshkosh; perhaps a bit tired, but excited to 
be involved with another seaplane gathering. 

Oshkosh Splash-in in '86, '87, and '88, en­
joying each convention and especially the 
seaplane crowd, a most accommodating and 
close knit bunch of people . The 1989 ex­
cursion worked out a bit differently. Just 
two days before the '89 Oshkosh trip, Ric 
was taking off on a local flight when the 
right rear float attach fitting ripped the en­
tire fuselage cluster loose, allowing the nose 
of the Stinson to pitch forward and down. 
The prop chewed its way into the floats and 
Ric had his hands full trying to get the sea­
plane stopped before everything fell apart. 
Luckily, he somehow managed to keep the 
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"pile" of chewed airplane and floats in one 
chunk as it slowed to a stop - and it re­
mained afloat! 

Once the mangled airplane and floats 
were hauled home, the courage to rebuild 
slowly swelled up in the Henkel "crew" and 
they went to work. In two hectic years, the 
Stinson looked pretty fancy in its new coat 
of Stits, painted white overall with red and 
black trim. The 0-435 Lycoming was ma­
jored (spelled $$$$$) and the prop was re­
built (spelled $$$$) and when the rebu ilt 
floats were reinstalled, things were looking 
up. Ric and family flew the bird to EAA 

Oshkosh '91 and promptly absconded with 
the Best Fabric Covered Seaplane Award! 
It had to be Ric Henkel 's lucky day as he 
had sold the Stinson seaplane to another 
party on the Saturday before the fly-in ­
while retaining permission to fly it "one 
more time" to Oshkosh '91! (It's known as 
winning the horse race after the horse got 
out of the bam.) 

Immediately, the search began for an­
other airplane. Ric obtained a listing of all 
Stinsons registered in Canada and began 
calling each one on the telephone. Eventu­
ally , he found a Super Stinson, CF-JKV, 



This overhead view by Jim 
Koepnick shows the lead­
ing edge wing slots, flaps, 
ailerons and large vertical 
tail of the dash 3 model 
that requires no additional 
area when operating on 
floats. Just visible ahead 
of the fuel caps are the 
Auto Fuel STC stickers. 

Typical attention to 
detail on the Super 
Stinson, a crinkle-f in­
ished tiedown cleat on 
the aft float along with 
new polished hard­
ware on the water rud­
der mechanism - all 
properly safetied. 

Ric accelerates the Super Stinson on the step as Jim Koepnick catches the airplane just prior to 
liftoff. It is at this point where the 230 hp Continental really comes into its own - brute power! 

mounted on a set of Edo 2440 floats, for 
sale in Timmins, Ontario. His first flight in 
this 230 hp machine was a real eye-opener 
- brute horsepower at its very finest. Ric 
bought the Stinson and brought it back to 
Winnipeg. 

It was soon discovered that the Super 
Stinson was perfect for the entire family and 
in '92 and '93, it easily hauled the Henkel 
family and all their gear to Oshkosh. The 
big Continental 0-470 engine, with a long 
seaplane propeller out front, trucks along at 
120 to 125 mph and gets off the water 
quicker than a Cessna 180. By early 1994, 

Ric decided it was time to restore the Super 
Stinson, get a rea lly good look at the entire 
airframe, and bring the airplane up to 1995 
standards. 

Work began in earnest. The fus elage 
was taken down to bare bones, sand blasted, 
and found to be in excellent shape with just 
a few minor dings to fix. Every bolt , nut 
and screw was replaced and every bearing 
was either cleaned and checked or replaced 
with new. Every part was carefully primed 
for long term usage as the airplane was 
slowly assembled and covered with Stits. 
The final coats were done in Aerothane for 

the "wet look." Inside the cabin, a new in­
strument panel was fabr icated that was flat 
across the top, giving it a bit of a modern 
look and all new instruments were installed. 

The restoration required two years of 
dedicated work including going over the 
Edo 2440 floats, tightening a few seams 
and getting them ready for new white paint. 
Various sma ll parts were sent out for 
chrome plating including a new Cessna 180 
spinner, grills on the cowl and inside con­
trol handles. Ric Henkel does all his own 
spray painting and the results are quite 
spectacular. Even the seaplane judges men-
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This 1988 photo shows Ric 
Henkel's first Stinson 108-3, C­
FZHZ, on Edo 2425 floats which 
he completely rebuilt twice and 
won the Best Fabric Seaplane 
Award at Oshkosh '91. 

(Above) From the side, we can see Jason 
and Ric Henkel as they bring the pretty 
seaplane in close. The Super Stinson logo 
is visible on the drooped wingtip. The hole 
at the bottom of the float is not for 
drainage, it is designed to accept an axle 
for a set of wheels to move the floatplane 
around on a ramp or hangar floor. 

This 1992 photo shows Ric Henkel's Super Stinson, CF-KJV, on Edo 2440 floats in 
the original white and green colors when he brought the seaplane to Oshkosh prior 
to the total rebuild in 1994-96. 

tioned the outstanding paint job plus the son 108-3 is an ideal floatp lane for those on the 1948 Super Stinson and perhaps we 
strict attention to detail, especially with the who like the solid feel of a Stinson and the shou ld add a special "thank you" for your 
fabric work. "get up an go" of a larger airplane. Taking many years of excellent volunteer work at 

Bringing the Super Stinson to Oshkosh home the beautiful Best Fabric Seaplane the Vette Seaplane Base. 
'96 was the frosting on the cake for Ric and Award at EAA Oshkosh '96 was almost a Addendum: The latest word is that Ric 
his family, considering the furious work birthday present for Ric Henkel as he made Henkel and his son, Jason, are busy finish­
pace of the past two years. With all that his solo flight in 1976, exactly 20 years ago. ing up the late, great, Bill Culbertson Avid 
power up front and a trusty set of wings that May we add our congratulations to Ric, Flyer on floats and expect to have it at EAA 
use an NACA 4412 airfoil, the Super Stin- Linda, Jason and Jaime for a job well done Oshkosh '97. Stay tuned on this project. ... 
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The Greater Rockford, a Stinson SM-1 
equipped with a Wright J-5 Whirlwind and 
extra fuel tanks for a trans-Arctic flight 
from Rockford, IL to Stockholm, Sweden. 

o 
by H.G. Frautschy 

Each generation has its heroes, the men 
and women who catch the public's eye and, 
for whatever reason, are elevated above the 
rest of the mortals they live amongst. Often 
their fame is short lived - perhaps not de­
servedly so, but the public is fickle, and 
they soon forget when a new shining face is 
introduced. 

Bert RJ. "Fish" Hassell should be one of 
those we remember for a long time to come, 
years after his passing. Fish is probably 
best remembered by antique aviation fans 
for his incomplete Rockford to Stockholm 
flight with his co-pilot Parker D. "Shorty" 
Cramer. Forced to land on the Greenland 
Icecap, they walked approximately 70 miles 
over deeply crevassed ice, jumbled pi les of 
rock and then finally a coastal mountain 
range. But for Fish Hassell, that adventure 
was but one of the many challenges he over­
came during a lifetime . Most of us who 
grew up during the middle of the century 
didn't know about Fish and his life as we 
grew up. 

We should have. 
Space doesn't permit a full biographical 

rundown on his life, but a book published in 
1987 does, and it ' s quite an eye opener. Of­
ten, an autobiography can be, well , less than 
spellbinding. This one is just that - it kept 

"But it is a matter ofpride today 
to remember that we never quit!" 

-Bert "Fish" Hassell, recalling 
his incredible trek off the Green­

land Icecap with his co-pilot, 
Parker "Shorty" Cramer 

me curled up next to the fire for hours on 
end. Towards the end of his life, Fish had 
one more surprise up his parka sleeve - he 
was a pretty good writer! Edited by his 
daughter, Mary Hassell Lyons and Dean 
Todd , A Viking With Wings is a terrific 
book that takes you from his first expo­
sure to pioneer aviation at Glenn Curtiss' 
Hammondsport factory , a ll the way to the 
recovery of his Stinson SM-I Detroiter 
from the Greenland ice cap. The book is 
still availab le at the address listed at the 
end of this article . Here's an all too brief 
outline of a few of the accomplishments 
and challenges Fish Hassell met during 
his life: 

• He learned to fly at the Curtiss Fly­
ing School on Lake Keuka, earning his 
FAI Aero Club of America Hydraero­
plane Pilot ' s certificate on June 14, 1914. 

• He served as a one of the first flight in­
structors for the U.S. Army, both as a civi l­

ian and then later as a commissioned officer. 
• He and Tony Yackey founded a 

small airport at the corner of 63rd street 
and Cicero Avenue in Chicago which 
grew to become Midway Airport. 

• He flew on both the eastern and 
then the western air mail routes. 

• His grasp of the potential for Arc­
tic flight, both for military and civilian 
purposes, led him to the Rockford to 
Stockholm flight, and later gave him 
the background for his work as a U.S. 
Air Force Co lon el during WW II and 
the ensuing years. 

Even outside of aviation, Hassell made 
his mark. During the Great Depression, he 
worked for Great Lakes Aircraft, where he 
was a production test pilot. After that fac­
tory closed, He went back to Rockford and, 
in an attempt to keep food on the table , 
started the "Hassell Korn Hangar" - a 
caramel-syrup coated popcorn similar to 
Cracker Jack . He sold it in a store with an 
aviation theme, complete with a lighted Air 
Mail system route map, built by his lifelong 
friend Harold Carlson. His big break came 
when he combined the coated popcorn with 
an ice cream bar, and the Korn Krunch Ice 
Cream Bar was born . The royalties from 
the sales and licensing of the ice cream bars 
would add to the growing Hassell family's 
budget for years to come! 
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He served as a flying salesman for Giuseppe 
M. Bellanca during the later years of the 
1930's, as the Great Depression eased off. He 
even flew a Bellanca Junior 14-9 off the park­
ing lot of the Chicago Museum of Science and 
Industry after he decided it would be less trou­
ble than disassembling and trucking it over to 
the airport. City officials later fmed him $500 
for making the flight. 

He left Bellanca and went to work for 
Rockford Screw Products, where his aero­
nautical expertise and wi lli ngness to work 
long and hard to get a job done would win 
the company an initia l order for over 
$750,000 from Ford as they geared up to 
produce the B-24. A letter from the U.S . 
Government recalling him to active duty in 
January of 1942 put him on the path for his 
next great adventure. 

Fish was put in charge of building B-W­
I "Bluie West One" air base, which would 
become a vital link in the chain of bases 
needed for ferrying military aircraft to the 
European theater of operations during the 
War. Located near the southern tip of 
Greenland, it was quite a project to put to­
gether. Later that year, he was put in com­
mand of the Crystal I route, another of the 
" over the top" ferry routes for aircraft 
headed to the war. He was later named e.O. 
of the air base at Goose Bay, Labrador, 
where his innovative "get the job done" 
style of command led him to an adventure 
getting a chapel built for the base, as well as 
a fully functioning pig farm, so that fresh 
pork was available. 

He was instrumental in the building of 
the most northern of large air bases, Thule, 
well above the Arctic circle. After being re­
tired from the Air Force at age 60 and given 
only a couple of years left to live by Army 
doctors at Walter Reed, he went to work for 
a civilian contractor building the Defense 
Early Warning radar system, the famous 
DEW line of the Cold War era. Fortunately, 
his treatment for his illness had been effec­
tive, and he lived on many more years. 

His life culminated with one last big pro­
ject, one that he'd have to sit on the side­
lines as a very interested bystander. In 
1944, whi Ie serving as the base commander 
for Goose Bay, Fish was sitting in his office 
when some young men from the Air Force 
who had been on a survey flight over the 
Greenland ice cap showed him some photos 
of an airplane they couldn't identify. 

Tears came to his eyes as he realized it 
was his old Stinson Detroiter, flipped over 
by the Arctic wind in the 16 years since he 
and Shorty walked away from the plane . 
For years afterward, he and his boys, John , 
Vic and Pete had wondered how they could 
get the Stinson off of the ice. 

In 1967, aviation artist Bob Carlin paid a 
visit to a 74-year-old Fish Hassell in Rock­
ford . Carlin was doing research on the 
Greater Rockford, and nearing the end of 
his first visit, he asked Fish about the air­
plane . " It ' s still up there!" was the reply. 
Carlin could hardly sleep that night. He be­
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came the chief instigator of a project to re­
cover the airplane that would take lots of ef­
fort and the intervention of no less than the 
King of Denmark, Frederick lX. 

Carlin began writing and working with 
anyone in a official capacity who cou ld 
move the project along. Getting the air­
plane off of the ice cap would take the coop­
eration of both the U.S. and Danish govern­
ment. Green land is administered by the 
Danes, and they had to give their permission 
to have the airplane recovered. Salvage 
rights to the airplane weren't a question, as 
far as the recovery effort was concerned. 
Fish had spent the Depression years chip­
ping away at a $33 ,000 bank note he had 
been given after his return from the Arctic. 
Not until 194 1 had he managed to repay the 
bank, making the Stinson on the ice cap all 
his! 

In Ju ly of ' 68, an Alouette III Danish 
helicopter arose from the Danish Coast 
Guard ship HDMS Ingolf after King Freder­
ick authorized a mission to reconnoiter the 

(Above) The cockpit of the Stinson is 
complete down to the Earth Inductor 
Compass installed for the flight, since a 
regular magnetic compass would be 
useless in the northern latitudes near the 
Arctic Circle. The caned seats were re­
woven by Gar Williams (see inset) and 
the Pioneer instruments were is nearly 
working condition after 41 years on the 
Greenland ice cap. 

Stinson after a briefing by Commander H. I. 
Engelmann. The helicopter crew recovered 
many personal effects from the airplane, 
right down to a tube of toothpaste and a 
toothbrush, as well as all of the instruments. 

There had been one seemingly insur­
mountable problem to get over before the 
airplane could be recovered from Green ­
land. The Danish Government had required 
that the recovery be done at no cost to them, 
and that a $20,000 insurance premium be 
paid. It might as well have been two million 

- there simply wasn't that kind of money 
avai lable. 

The project's salvation came from royal 
channels, once again. King Frederick, re­
membering the flight of 1928 that took 
place while he was the Crown Prince, inter­
ceded on behalf of the Greater Rockford re­
covery project. The King thought it appro­
priate since Hassell was of Danish decent, 
and the intent of the original flight was one 
of goodwill between that city and Scandi­
navia. He gave his permission for Green­
landair, an SAS affiliate, to participate in 
the recovery, and waived the requirement 
for the insurance premium . The recovery 
could proceed! 

In early September of 1968, a Green­
landair Sikorsky S61N helicopter with a 
crew that included Fish Hassell's son Vic, 
Bob Cramer, Shorty'S brother (Shorty 
Cramer disappeared over the North Sea in 
1931 during another trans-arctic flight), and 
Dean Todd, then the aviation writer for the 
Rockford newspaper. Other members of the 

crew were employees of SAS, USAF per­
sonnel, and a few representatives from the 
European media. 

After removing the wings, the fuselage 
was rolled over upright on the undamaged 



landing gear, and the wings were carefully 
strapped to the sides of the plane. The tail 
section , resting about 200 feet away, was 
a lso loaded, and the en tire airp lane was 
slung below the Sikorsky for a 59-minute 
flight over 55 miles to the Sondrestrom Air 
Force base. There, Vic called hi s fat her 
back in Rockford to tell him the airpla ne 
had been recovered. Fish was e lated - his 
old Stinson was headed home! 

Well, not quite yet. Red tape began to 
entangle the project again. A year of trying 
to get the airplane shipped home was a new 
hurdle to be jumped over. The Air Force 
was unable to send the airplane home on a 
space available basis, since it wasn' t official 
cargo . Private charter firms were sending 
quotes of $15,000 to $ 17,000 to bring the 
Greater Rockford home, and visions of try­
ing to payoff the debt of such an operation 
recalled with a shudder the effort it took to 
payoff the original note. 

As a way of generating some of the cash 
needed, artist Bob Carlin had color prints 
made of the Greater Rockford painting he 
had created, and the proceeds from the sale 
of those prints wou ld help offset some of 
the expenses. Chuck Purpera, the owner of 
Hemisphere Aircraft Leasing Corp., offered 
one of his C-46' s fo r a $ 10,000 charter to 
pick the Stinson up at the Greenland a ir 
base and bring it back to Rockford. 

May 10, 1969 , the charter left for Son­
drestrom, returning to the U.S. on May 14. 
A stop to clear U.S. Customs was made at 
Midway Airport (the Greater Rockford was 
declared as "Used American Goods") and 
then a short trip to the northwest was made 
to Rockford. Both of Hassells sons, Vic and 
John made the trip to get the airplane. 

The pilot of the C-46, Monroe "Tex" 
Caub le of San Antonio and hi s co-pilot, 
Kent Carr flew down the runway at Maches­
ney Field, the site 41 years earli er of the 
Greater Rockford 's takeoff. Rolling his 
wheels along the old runway, Tex flew on to 
Greater Rockfo rd airport , where Fish, his 

(Left) May 14,1969, Bert "Fish" Hassell 
was the guest of honor at the Greater 
Rockford Airport as the Stinson SM-1 
"Greater Rockford" was brought home 
from Greenland. 

wife Rosalie, daughter Mary and Fred 
Machesney waited. Even Elmer Etes, Has­
sell ' s mechanic who was the man who took 
an open rowboat powered by a small Lock­
wood outboard motor across the Sondre­
strom Fjord to rescue Fish and Shorty, was 
present for the homecoming. 

As you can imagine, getting it home was 
just the beginning. The cost of repaying the 
charter remained. It took over three years to 
repay, with the sales of the prints and dona­
tions from local residents when the airplane 
was displayed. 

The day the airplane was brought home, 
the fami ly had decided that it would eventu­
ally be donated to a museum in memory of 
their son, Pete, who had been killed in a fly­

(Left) Gar Williams and 
Mike Werner, who 
completed the restora­
tion of the Greater 
Rockford after exten­
sive restoration work 
was completed by the 
Aviation Division of 
Rock Valley College in 
Rockford, IL. 

(Below) Mike Werner holds the 
original rudder up to the aft fuse­
lage of the Stinson as the welded 
steel tubing was reworked and in 
some cases replaced. 

ing accident while he was a 
new Air Force pilot. After 
talking with several organiza­
tions, an agreement was made 
with the museum being put in 
place in Kissimmee, FL with 
the Boeing SST mockup as 
the centerpiece. 

It was shipped to Florida 
in the fa ll of 1973 , with the 
agreeme nt including the 
restorat ion of the Greater 
Rockford in view of the visi ­
tors. Unfortunate ly, by the 
spring of 1974, the work had 
not started, and the family de­
cided that the airplane should 
be returned to Rockford. The 
creation of a local history mu­
seum in Rockford would al­
low the airplane to return, if a 
suitab le building could be 
constructed to house the air­
plane. 

~ A local department store, 
~ D .J. Stewarts, approached 
~ the family about displaying 
~ th e Stinson as part of their 
8 1976 bi centenni al celebra­

tion . They were willing to 
send a truck to Florida to 

retr ieve the airplane, and the pledge of a 
permanent display at the Rockford Mu­
seum Center (no w the Midway Vi ll age 
and Museum Ce nter, operated under the 
auspices of the Rockford Park Di strict) 
got things moving. 

The airp lane was shipped home , and 
the Aviat ion Technology Division of Rock 
Valley College got to work on the restora­
tion of the Greater Rockford . The school 
agreed to restore the airplane, if the Hassell 
family would underwrite the cost of materi­
als and supplies . Charles Billman, one of 
the school 's instructors, and Rob McCarthy, 
a student at the college, brought the Stinson 
a long way towards the goal of a restoration 
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that wou ld be complete 
in every way. Associate 
professor James Froem­
ming and William 
Boughton of the col ­
lege's aviat ion school 
were also instrumental 
in seeing the airp lane 
progress towards com­
pletion . 

McCarthy was able 
to borrow the origina l 
prints on fi le with the 
Great Lakes office of the 
FAA, and spent count­
less hours at a light table 
tracing the prints of the 
Stinson SM-l . The 
Greater Rockford was a 
custom model, so the 
airplane didn't exactly 
match the drawings on 
file with the FAA. 

Other than mechani­
cal damage done while . 
the airplane flipped over ~ 
sometime as it rested on 
the icecap, and handling damage done over 
the years as the project moved from place to 
place, the airplane was in a well preserved 
condition. All the wood portions of the air­
frame were heavily weathered and needed 
replacement, but the instruments, made by 
Pioneer, needed only cleaning up and lubri­
cation to become functional again! 

The project progressed at the college, al­
beit a little slowly, as the project could be 
fitted in as time and space allowed. In 
1978 , a special 50th anniversary banquet 
was held, with the support of the Rockford 
City Council, the newspapers and Chamber 
of Commerce. The money from that fund 
raiser, along with the proceeds from a golf 
tournament held in Vic Hassell's memory 
(he had died of a heart attack in 1977) were 
added to the account to restore the airplane. 
Sunstrand Corporation, a Rockford based 
aerospace firm, donated enough funds to re­
tire the last of the debts. 

During much of this time, one more per­
son had been quietly making plans to give a 
home to the Greater Rockford. Harold Carl­
son and his wife Gerta, friends of the fami ly 
since the 1920's, had become well-known 
building contractors in the Rockford area. 
Harold donated the funds necessary to build 
a new wing on the Rockford Museum Cen­
ter. He had been working with hono rary 
Museum board member John "Cliff' Nel­
son, and the the two of them got it done . 
The Greater Rockford would have a home. 

With its display assured, Rosalie Hassell 
formally donated the Greater Rockford to 
the museum. The project was in the home 
stretch. By 1986, with time running short 
fo r an insta llment of the airplane in the 
building during the 60th anniversary year of 
the flight, a decis ion was made by the mu­
seum to assume responsibility for the final 
push to complete the restoration. After in­
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(Above) The Greater Rockford as she sits now in the wing of the Midway Village & 
Museum Center donated by Harold and Gerta Carlson, lifelong friends of the Has­
sells. (Below) A collection of artifacts carried in the Stinson and recovered from 
Greenland sits to the left of the airplane. It includes a life raft, the extra fuel tanks, 
and a piece of the fabric from the rudder, among other items. 

terviewing a number of prospective restor­
ers, Gar Williams, (EAA 1416) Naperville, 
IL was chosen to finish the job. 

When I talked to Gar recently, he was 
quick with his praise of the the work done 
by the college. "They did a tremendous job 
getting the airframe a long way towards the­
goal of a total restoration," Gar told me. 

The plan was to have the airplane com­
pleted exactly as it was the moment Fish 
Hasse ll climbed down from th e cockpit, 
locked the doors (!) and walked away from 
the Greater Rockford as it sat on the Green­
land ice cap. In 1928, when Eddie Stinson 
lea rned about Fish lock ing the doors, he 
roared with laughter. "F ish, you left it at 
airports from Rockford to California, from 
Texas to Wyoming, and I never knew you to 

lock a door. But up there on that blasted ice 
cap, where there wasn't another soul within 
a thousand miles, you diligently turned your 
little key!" 

With the project slated for completion in 
mid-1 988, Gar an d Mike Werner (EAA 
258437), a Swiss national who worked both 
with Gar and at the EAA Aviation Center 
for a time, got right to work. Mike was a 
wonder at restoring airplanes, and Gar, al­
ready a nat ionall y known rebuilder, were 
able to get right to work, thanks to the tire­
less work done on the blueprints by Rob 
McCarthy at Rock Valley College. 

Following the wishes of the museum to 
keep as much of the original materia l with 

Continued on page 29 



BUD GURNEY SAYS 

By Chet Peek, AIC 13458 

"Just don't pull the stick 
all th way on your 

it will spin!" 

'iend Charles front of the J-1 Standard they 
barnstormed with across the Midwest in 923. Gurney, as a retired United Airlines Captain, accom­
panied Lindbergh on a United jet on his final flight home to Maui in the Hawaiian islands in 1974. 
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That disquieting admonition was typ­
ical of the advice I received from Bud 
Gurney concerning the restoring and 
flying of my Standard J-1. For many 
years I'd been slowly working on the re­
build of this fine old biplane, and had 
naturally turned for guidance to any old­
time aviator who would help. We began 
corresponding in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. Gurney took a serious in­
terest in my restoration project, and of­
fered detailed advice , both as to the 
physical restoration and the flying of the 
plane. His letters, besides being highly 
informative, were a real delight to read, 
offering insight into those romantic 
times of the barnstormers. I have kept 
all of them, and present excerpts below 
that might interest flyers of all ages and 
interests. 

First, some background on this fa­
mous flier. Harlan Albert (Bud) Gurney 
was born July 5, 1905 on a farm near 
Beatrice, Nebraska. At the age of 16 he 
left home to seek his fortune in aviation. 
The spring of 1922 found him working 
for the Nebraska Aircraft Company in 
nearby Lincoln as a "gofer," his pay be­
ing room and board. Bud's life became 
much more exciting when a young Min­
nesotan named Charles Lindbergh ar­
rived on April I . Ray Page, the owner 
of Nebraska Aircraft, had induced Lind­
bergh to pay $500 for a complete flying 
course in his "flying school." Actually, 
no such flying school existed; in fact, 
when Lindbergh arrived, they did not 
have a flying airplane. 

So Lindbergh spent the first part of 
April observing the factory mechanics 
work on a Hisso-powered Standard, and 
helped stitch the wing covers to make it 
ready for flight. It was during this time 
that Bud and Lindbergh formed a lasting 
friendship, and Bud invented the nick­
name "Slim" for his new friend. Fi­
nally, on April 9, the plane was finished 
and the factory manager, Otto Timm, of­
fered to take Slim and Bud along on the 
test flight. 

It was the first time in a plane for 
both men, and an ultimate thrill. Timm 
performed a modest aerobatic routine 
during the flight, much to the delight of 
the passengers. 

Lindbergh received eight hours of 
dual while in Lincoln, but was not al­
lowed to solo. Bud picked up minutes 
of instruction here and there, finally ob­
taining a Standard in 1924 in which he 
began a barnstorming career. In one of 
this first letters, Gurney tells of a typical 
barnstorming day in the 1920s. 

"I was following Lindbergh in his 
Hisso-Standard as we approached the 
infield of a county fair sulky track. All 
the horses have been banished from 
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their stalls so there are only people 
crammed in front of the grandstand to 
see our act. Tied to my inner bay strut 
fitting is a sacked parachute, freshly 
packed, but the performer who will use 
it is on the other ship. 

"We are about to transfer our wing­
walker, Herbert Budd, from one airplane 
to another in full flight without the use 
of a rope ladder. Herb is now out of his 
cockpit and working his way toward the 
left front outer bay of Lindbergh's wing 
as we pass the infield 200 feet or a bit 
less altitude. As we pass, Herb climbs 
to the top of the wing and steadies him­
self against the triangular steel cabane 
strut while straddling the brace wires. 
Although the weight of Herb is quite a 
burden, Slim has a strong arm and makes 
a normal right tum to complete our first 
orbit of the race track pattern. 

"As we line up for our first pass at 
making the plane change in front of the 
grandstand, I move my lower right wing 
close to the trailing edge of his upper 
left wing. Standing arms spread, just a 
few feet from my lower wing is Herb. If 
I climb slightly, I could easily lower my 
wooden wing tip skid right into his 
hands. I notice, however, that his fin­
gers are crossed (which means 'fake it' 
this time), so I pull back the stick and 
rock the ailerons as if we had almost 
collided in midair. Lindbergh also 
dodges away and abandons this attempt 
to make the change by circling back for 
another approach to the infield. The 
plane change would always be per­
formed exactly in front of and above the 
crowd in the grandstand. 

"If the air is rough, as it often is on a 
hot summer day, it may not require fak­
ing a pass . It is obviously difficult to 
synchronize the bouncing gusts with 
sluggish controls and very flimsy wing 
structures . However, on the day I'm 
thinking of, Lindbergh cut the oval pat­
tern short because his arms were tired of 
'strong arming' the ailerons; again, I 
folded my right wing strut into the trail­
ing edge of his upper left wing. Forty­
five degrees to my right I can clearly see 
Herbert Budd standing with both feet 
hooked against the Standard's cabane 
struts. He is not about to fall because at 
knee height there are four strong cabane 
cables within easy reach. Being secure 
and knowing it gives Herb the freedom 
to ham it up as if his moments of life 
were limited indeed. (They were not. 
Herb lived to a ripe old age after operat­
ing a flying service in Spokane for many 
years.) Nearing the infield again, I nod 
to Herb to take the wing skid. As the 
view of the grandstand slipped under my 
lower left wing, I opened the throttle a 
bit which lifted the nose of my plane 

and put Slim's upper wing well under 
my lower one. My seemingly slow 
climb flew my wing skid into Herb's 
hands while the added power provided 
the extra lift to carry Herb's weight. 
(But now I had Herb's weight on the 
end of my wing and it took both arms to 
hold the wings level.) 

"Quick as a cat, and before Lind­
bergh could tum away, Herb lifted a leg 
and hooked one knee over my wing 
strut. Almost as rapidly, he hooked the 
other knee over the ankle of the first. So 
double hooked, nothing less than an am­
putation could have taken him from that 
wing strut. Then he shook the wing, and 
with all the strength and aileron control 
I had, I flipped the ship into a steep 
wing over to end in a dive toward the 
dirt track in front of the crowd. By this 
time they were all standing, applauding 
and waving their hats, so we made an­
other pass before them with Herb stand­
ing at a front inner bay strut bowing to 
the people. Then as I climbed away for 
altitude, Herb slipped into his parachute 
harness, sat down beside the bag tied to 
the left wing, and hung from it until I 
chopped the throttle completely. If I 
had properly guessed the winds, Herb 
would land in the infield near the front 
of the grandstand. Lindbergh and I 
would then fly passenger hops until 
nightfall. 

"Our greatest danger was not falling, 
but starving!" 

His letters were always signed: Bud 
Gurney, A&P #958 ATR #245. 

In his next letter, Bud offered me 
some encouraging, but also mildly 
frightening, advice about the Standard J­
I ' s flying characteristics: 

"For your information, an OX-5 J-I 
Standard is faster, takes off in less dis­
tance, is structurally stronger and lands 
slower than any OX-5 Jenny ever built. 
Rig the wings with the rear outer bay 
lower wing washer plates 3/8 inches 
above those at the rear inner bay and ob­
serve the sound increase in performance 
and aileron effectiveness that results. 

"But always remember that the Stan­
dard has huge and very effective eleva­
tors. If you pull the stick all the way 
back, it will spin! This is no problem if 
the pilot does not hold top aileron. The 
ship will spin nicely and recover within 
half a tum after many turns. But if a pi­
lot resists entering a spin by using full 
top aileron, as it might be natural to do, 
the nose may come up to a high angle 
attitude (about 20 degrees nose down), 
and the spin rotation will increase much 
more than is possible in a normal spin. 
The sink rate will decrease, while the 
stick will push hard rearward, while the 
rudder becomes dead and entirely unre­



sponsive. You are now in a dre a ded 
flat spin! 

"Why should this happen? In stalled flight, 
the drag ofa full down aileron imposes a turn to 
that side, while the nose sinks to start a nonnal 
spin attitude. During the initial turn, the rota­
tion is enhanced by continued aileron drag until 
the shorter ann and smaller area of the fm and 
rudder are overpowered by the combined drag 
of the down aileron and the windmill type 
thrust of the higher aileron on the outside of the 
autorotation. To recover from such a tailspin 
requires know-how that few possess these days. 

"I. Start by centering the joy stick and 
forcing it to stay there. It won ' t help or hurt 
to center the rudder, too. 

" II. Open the engine steadily to full 
power and note the nose rises somewhat 
even though the turns may increase. 

"m. Pay no attention to the turning rate, 
but when the nose stops rising, chop the 
throttle, the nose will drop. 

"IV. Open the throttle again and with the 
elevators neutral , watch the nose rise higher 
than it did before , then chop the throttle 
again. 

"V. If the nose falls low enough, the air­
speed will increase and suddenly your rud­
der will have a feel once more and the nose 
will fall into a nonnal spin attitude. Stop the 

spin with elevator and rudder (but not the 
ailerons), and as rotation stops, recovery is 
complete. That is if you had enough altitude 
to do all this." 

While this type of advice was appreci­
ated, it did suggest that one should use a bit 
of caution when flying a Standard. Actually, 
I had made up my mind long ago not to do 
any aerobatics, even spins , in either my 
Standard or Jenny. 

Here is his answer to my query about the 
advisability of using a Hall-Scott engine in 
my restoration. 

"Do not consider using the Hall-Scott en­
gine when restoring yo ur Standard . The 
Hall-Scott A-7a engine has excessive valve 
overlap that sets the carburetor on fire and 
also the engine! (Note: I have been unable 
to confirm this, C.P.) That's one of the rea­
sons why the J-I was grounded in favor of 
the JN4-D. Curtiss OX-5s, Hispano-Suizas 
and Hall-Scott L-6s have been used in Stan­
dards, and I have flown all of these models. 
If you pl an to stunt the restored J-) (and I 
would), then do yourself these favors: 

" I. Ream out the inter-spar 5/16 inch tie 
rod fittings and tubes to take a larger tie rod 
of 4130 steel which has been threaded to 3/8 
inch S.A.E. then heat treated to 130,000 
pounds. Two such ti e rods are needed. ( I 

have done this, c.P.) 
"2. Ream the upper inboard wing fittings 

and redrill wing spar blocks to take 5/16 inch 
'through spar" bolts. The old 1/4 inch upper 
inboard bolts have too little bearing area and I 
have witnessed two J-I s that lost their wings. 
(It wasn ' t nice to see.) Later examination 
pointed to the problem; the wing bolts pulled 
out. 

"3. Do not, I repeat, do not tighten the nose 
plate to front wing spar drag wires more than 
needed to keep them from fl apping in the 
wind. Standard wings, when they have failed, 
have always moved forward in failure. The 
external drag wires can easily over-stress the 
internal anti-drag piano wire trusses. At high 
angles, lift is forward, so anti-drag trusses fail. 

"If the above changes are made, it's almost 
imposs ibl e to have a structura l failure in a 
Standard. (It can't go fast enough to develop 
sufficient stresses.) Believe me, I know! Just 
the same, junk that Hall-Scott and put in a 
Hisso, an OX-5 or an A-6 . No one ever had 
any luck with the 'Bear' engine; it is no good!" 

Bud Gurney , like most of the old-time 
barnstormers, is gone now so I will always 
treasure the sheaf of letters he so kindly sent. 
And the first flight of my Standard J-I wi ll 
certainly be a tribute to him and hi s com­
rades of long ago. ... 

----~ 
.... .""- .............. ........_. --''"'"'­ - --­ -' 
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Bob Barker of Rockton, IL sent us this 
photo to use as a Mystery Plane. I ' ll 
give you folks a hint - it was built in the 
Midwest in 1928. Answers need to be 
here at EAA HQ no later than May 25, 
1997 for inclusion in the July issue of 
Vintage Airplane. 

by
H.G. 

Frautschy 

Photos courtesy 

Pete Bowers Collection 


FLYI NG LJ FE BOAT 
CRUI51 N G AFTE{;2 SHeDDING WING S, 

1'10DEL B -T1 

Curtiss artist's sketch of the BT at sea carrying on as a boat af­
ter jettisoning its wings and tail. Testing of the flying lifeboat 
configuration never got to this point. 

January's Mystery Plane brought out 
a few responses, including these photos 
and a short story from Pete Bowers , 
Seattle, W A: 

"The January Mystery Plane is the 
191 7 Curtiss Model BT in its final form. 
The design has an interesting history 
that deserves more magazine space than 
a simple identification. 

"Early in 1917 designer/builder 
Glenn Curtiss had a discussion with 
Coast Guard officials concerning the 
possibilitj ofusing aircraft in rescue op­
erations at sea. Having a conventional 
airplane carry a lifeboat to sea from a 
shore station was considered impossible 
at the time, so Curtiss proposed a spe­
cial airplane that would do more than 
carry a lifeboat - it would be the lifeboat! 

"The BT has a short hull with a 200 hp 
Curtiss V-2-3 engine in the hull ahead ofthe 
triplane wings and the cockpit behind them. 
Two oppositely-rotating propellers at the level 
ofthe center wing were driven by shafts and 
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(Above) Original configuration of the 
Curtiss Model BT, built at the Curtiss 
plant in Buffalo, NY. Note the short hull, 
the two propellers driven by extension 
shafts and rotating in opposite direc­
tions, and the tail surfaces supported by 
booms. 

gears. The wings , with a span oj 52 
Jeet, were derivedJrom earlier Curtiss 
trip lane models. 

"Other than the remote propellers, 
the novel Jeature oj the B T was that 
th e wings and th e tail, which were 
carried on booms, could be j ettisoned 
if th e plane could not takeoff aJter the 
rescue because ojhigh seas or over­
load. With the fly ing surJaces j etti­
soned, the hull could carryon as a 
boat, using a marine propeller driven 
by a small auxiliary engine. 

"Th e con cept ne ver worked out; 
th e power transmission system was 
unworkable Jrom the start. Curtiss 
then modified the BT by installing the 
V-2-3 engine and a single direct-drive 
propeller on th e leading edge oj the 
center wing and discarded th e j etti­
sonable-wing Jeature. 

"After the u.s. got into World War I 
in April, 1917, both the A rmy and the 
Navy bought up a lot ojprivately owned 
airplanes, stock models mostly , but a 

'Curtiss BT . 

Jew questionable experimentals like the 
BT. The Navy bought it in December 
191 7, and assigned Navy serial number 
A-2277. 

"Th e B T was ojno practical use to 
the Navy, but remained in the inventory 
until surveyed on June 9, 1919. " 

Other answers were received from 
Marty Eisenmann, Alta Lorna, CA; Lynn 
Towns, Brooklyn , MI; Kaz Grevera, 
Sunnyvale, CA; and Wayne Van 
Valkenburg, Jasper, CA. 

We also received a note that was de­
layed in the mail from Frank Abar, Livo­
nia, MI - he had the correct answer for 
the Thomas-Morse S-6. ... 

(Above) Final configuration of the 
Curtiss BT, with the engine 
mounted on the center wing. The 
rear cockpit with wheel control has 
been retained. A new mystery here 
- what WW I Naval Air Station had 
that arched bridge in the back­
ground. It shows up in other Navy 
plane photos of the time. 
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Hey! Take a look at this - here's why I 
enjoy writing this column. Not only was 
Rickard Roe able to find th e part he was 
looking for, but he found out about another 
Taylorcraft I5A Sedan. It proves something 
I've always known. Antique airplane people 
are the some of the best folks around, and 
they prove it every day! 

Dear Mr. Hilbert, 
I want to thank you and Henry for print­

ing my letter of appeal in VINTAGE AIR­
PLANE dealing with my need to find a 
Breeze plug cap . Janet Gundlach, Associ­
ated Aircraft and Marine Services , Kent , 
Washington came to my rescue with a 
Breeze 3302-1. However, I received several 
letters and phone calls from folks offering 
advice and different kinds of caps. Most of 
the caps were Air Associate ones without in­
sulation and I had to return them with re­
grets. John McCulloch in Florida even sent 
me a cap from a Monocoupe 0-145 that he 
restored, the cap coming from a 185 Warner 
which originally had an unshielded harness. 
He was willing to break up a set obtained 
when he overhauled the Warner and in­
stalled a shield harness. Without the insula­
tion I couldn ' t use it and besides, I didn't 
want to break up the set. I also found out 
that Fresno Air Parts in California carries 
something they call an "Ercoupe cap" which 
I believe comes shielded-a number of guys 
told me about that one. 

Last but not least, I received a telephone 
call from a fellow in New Zealand who has 
located a Taylorcraft l5A down there (bas­
ket case), read my letter in VINTAGE AIR­
PLANE, and called for information. There 
had been rumors that a 15A had gone to 
New Zealand from the Conway plant but un­
til now no one could confirm it. The New 
Z;:aland find brings my total of known 15As 
to IS, including 12 in the United States (six 
flyable) and two in Brazil. That information 
alone was worth the letter, let alone resolv­
ing my personal problem. 

Once again, thanks to you and all the 
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PASSdk 
BUCK 
by E.E. "Buck" Hilbert 
EAA #21 NC #5 
P.O. Box 424, Union, lL 60180 

people who responded to my plea ; there 
sure are some nice folks in this old air­
plane business. 

Best wishes, 
Sincerely, 
Richard B. Roe, AlC - # 19244 
10141 Spring Lake Terrace 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

Thanks for the note Richard. That's why 
we 're here - ifyou need some help with any 
asp ect flying or rebuilding your 
Antique/Classic airplane, drop either H.G. 
or I a line. We're here to help! 

Dear Buck, 
While rereading June 1996 VINTAGE 

AIRPLANE, noticed request for information 
on Howard Dutton and his air shows. 

He lived and maintained an airport called 
Walker Dutton Airport, or simply Haverhill 
Airport. It was, is on the border of New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts in Haverhill, 
MA, no longer operational. It was sold to 
build new housing, but nothing was ever 
done. 

I well remember the F4B4, though I 
only saw one in Haverhill. He did what he 
called a terminal velocity dive for that 
show. Also remember looking in the cock­
pit and listening to the instrument flywheel 
winding down. 

He retained his "Smallest Airport in the 
World" for many years- the platform built 
on a vehicle on which he landed and took 
off in 13s. 

Also remember the 50 horsepower 
Franklin Cub he had. Took my first lesson 
on it. 

Lessons then were $6.00 an hour; I usu­
ally could only get up $3.00, and that not 
very often. 

Haverhill was a short field with wires 
across one end of the runway, and hill on the 
other end which you "coasted down" on 
your landing approach with wheels just 
above the bushes. If you learned out of 
Haverhill, you had good short field skills. 

He had a Lockheed Lightning in there, but 
had to wait for favorable winds to get out, 
had about 2,000 feet usable! 

He did show work for many years and 
had a variety of airplanes . He died in a 
Citabria right on his own runway, caught a 
wing in a roll. I believe he was in his 60s at 
that time. They had a missing man flight of 
13s over the cemetery when he was buried. 

After the war he ran a flying school under 
the GI Bill , had six or seven 13s. As time 
went on , he acquired quite a few aircraft, 
many of which he resold, and restored. 

The best source of information about 
Howard that I know of would be the Harbor­
master in Haverhill, MA 01830. The Har­
bormaster in Haverhill is William Slavit who 
himself has had many different aircraft and 
ran the Haverhill Riverside Airport for many 
years; it is also a short field along the Merri­
mac River. Bill is a great storyteller and can 
entertain with stories for hours. He is also 
called Captain Red, but now the topknot is 
all white . He had many dealings with 
Howard Dutton. 

Another source would be the Historical 
Society of Haverhill, to get pertinent dates , 
etc. 

I could also tell many stories about 
Howard, but many of the details are becom­
ing somewhat hazy. Anyone wishing to 
contact me will be welcome and I will an­
swer what I can. 

Karl Moulton 
9446 Midway Street 
Spring HIll, FL 34608 
Tel. 352/688-8607 

Boy, there 's a bunch ofgood info on an­
other ofour old timers. Old Howard had 
quite a career. Thanksfor the leiter, Karl. 

Spring's here, and I'd better get these an­
nuals done in time for the flying season. 

Over to you, 



WELCOME 

NEW MEMBERS 


Jack Ady .. ..... ..... .. .. ......... ... ....... Snohomish, WA 

James P. Bauer ..... .. .. ... ... .. .... .... . Eagle Lake, MN 

Ronald Boote .... .... ... ...... .... ....... ... Losolivos, CA 

Charles T. Brown ... .. ... .......... ..... ... . Conyers, GA 

Jerry E. Carlyle ..... .. .. ... .. ... .. ... .. .. Englewood, CO 

Richard H. Catlett .. .. ........... .... .. Winchester, VA 

Philip Cottam .... ..... ............ ........ ...... Tucson, AZ 

Ronald Davis ...... .... ... ... .......... ...... . Del Mar, CA 

Gerald E. Dettling ....... ... .... ... .... .. .. Clarkston, MI 

Peter I. Dougherty ... ...... .. ....... Orchard Park, NY 

Keith B. Drum .. .. ... .. ... ........ .. .. ... ... ... .. Clover, SC 

Elias Erlington .. .. ..... .. ... ......... Reykjavik, Iceland 

Craig M . Evans .. ................ .. ... .. .. .. ... Denver, CO 

Aubrey Faulkner .... .. ......... ... ....... .. . Lubbock, TX 

Kevin Fitzpatrick .... .. .. ... ... .. ....... ..... .5ea Girt, NJ 

Michael A. Foster ..... ...... ........ ..Sacramento, CA 

Gordon Lee Graves ... .... ... .. ..... .. .. . Charlotte, NC 

Gary E. Grenier ........ .. ... .. ... .. ..... ...Manheim, PA 

Keith J. Howard .. ........ .... ......... ...... Bellevue, NE 

Carl Kinsel ...... ... ..... ..... ..... ..... .. .... ... .. Xenia, OH 

Milton R. Kuhl ... ... ... ... .. .... ..... ...Sacramento, CA 

Ken J. Loewen .. .... Kleefield, Manatoba, Canada 

John R. Lucas ... .... .. ... .. .. . Huntingdon Valley, PA 

Steven D. Lykins ... .... ........ ..... ...... Faribault, MN 

Susan Manherz ....... .... .. ... ........ ...Thurmont, MD 

David Manning ....... .. .......... ..... ... Biddeford, ME 

Rinaldo Marcassa ..... ... Bogliasco, Genova, Italy 

William B. Marion .... .. ....... ....... ..... .. Liberty, NC 

Ted J. Miller .............. .. ..... .... ... ..... .5pearfish, SD 

Merle L. Moberly.......... ........ ........ Spokane, WA 

Jim Mordal .. .... .. .. .... .. ........... .... .. .. Elk River, MN 

Michael T. Nutter ......................... Lebanon, O H 

Ronald Everett Palmer .. .. .. ........ .. .. ..Sonoma, CA 

Roland John Pelletier ........ .... .... .. . Biddeford, ME 

David V. Perkins .. .. .. ................... Walkeska, GA 

Donald A. Perreault ........ .. .. .. ...... .. .. .. .5arco, ME 

John Pierce .. .... ........ .... .. .. .. ...... ...... .... . Reno, NV 

Glen A. Plugge .. .........................Tuscaloosa, AL 

James D. Rast, Jr ............................ Cameron, SC 

Michael D. Reese ...... .. .. .... .......... .. Portland, OR 

Robert Reinauer .. .. .. ...... .... .... Flower Mound, TX 

Brad ley R. Saunders .. .. .. ...... ...... .. Rochester, NY 

Roger J. Schmidt ........... .. ....... Big Bear Lake, CA 

Henry C. Sickels ....................... Indianapolis, IN 

Richard E. Smith .. ...... .. .......... .. . Bloomington, IL 

Stephany A. Speer ..................... League City, TX 

Daniel Sprague .............. .. ............ Roseburg, OR 

George Starkey ........ .. .......... .. .... Burlington, MA 

William R. Stoos ........................ .. ..Mulberry, FL 

J. Lee Tedder, Jr........................ .Dunwoody, GA 

Donald L. Thomas.... .. .. .. ........ .. ....... .5oquel, CA 

Karl Von Kaenel. .................. .... ...... Clemson, SC 

Steven Welch ............ .. .. .... . Kennebunkport, ME 

Allan D. W est... .. .... .. .............. .. .. .. ... Purce ll , OK 

Greg L. Wyatt ........ .. ............. ..Summerville, GA 

Anthony E. Zaloga ........ .................... ... Novi , MI 


GIDN~ ....-­
The West's Premier EAA Event 

HOMEBUILTS • ANTIQUES 
ULTRALIGHTS 

CLASSICS • HELICOPTERS 
WARBIRDS 

• AIRCRAFT FLY-BYS &AIRSHOW EVERYDAY 
• EXHIBITS ­ FORUMS ­ FLY MARKET 
• AIRCRAFT JUDGING &AWARDS 
• FAMILY AITIVITIES ­ CAMPING 
• OUTDOOR RUNWAY THEATER 

EACH EVENING 
• HOT AIR BALLOON RALLY 
• HOME BUILDERS WORKSHOP 
• COMPLETE FOOD SERVICE 
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Fly-In
Calendar 

The following list of coming events is furnished to our readers as a matter of infor­
mation only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or 
direction of any event (fly-in, seminars, fly market, etc.) listed. Please send the infor­

mation to EAA, Aft: Golda Cox, P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086. 
Information should be received four months prior to the event date. 

REGIONAL FLY- INS 
SEPTEMBER 6-7 - MARION, OH - Mid­

Eastern EAA Fly- In (MERFI). Call Lou 
Lindeman, 513/849-9455. 

OCTOBER 9-12 - MESA, AZ - Copperstate 
Fly-In. Call Bob Hasson, 520/228-5480. 

OCTOBER 10-12 - EVERGREEN, AL ­
Southeast Regional Fly-In. Call Harold 
"Bubba " Hamiter, 334/765-9109. 

OCTOBER 10-12 - WILMINGTON, DE­
East Coast EAA Fly- In. Call Andrew 
Alvarez, 302/738-8883. 

OCTOBER 17-19 - KERRVILLE, TX ­
Southwest Regional Fly- In. Call Stu 
McCurdy, 512/388-7399. 

A PRIL 26 - DENVER, CO - Front Range 
Airport. (FRG) Spring Fling for pilots with a 
bad case of cabin fever, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Food, beverages, hangar flying. Exit 295 off 
of Interstate 70. Info: 303/261-9100 or 1­
800-654-9136. 

APRIL 26 - LEVELLAND, TX - EAA Chapter 19 
Fly-In breakfast. 8-10 a.m. Info: Call Bob 
Stites, 806/ 794-5961 or Lome Sharp, 
806/793-3202. 

APRI L 27 - HALF MOON BAY, CA - 7th 
Annual Pacific Coast Dream Machines, bene­
fit for the Coastside Adult Day Health Center. 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. $10 for adults, 5 for children 
under 14 and senior citizens (65 years+) Kids 
under four free. For info, call 415/726-2328. 

A PRIL 30-MAY 4 - SAN ANTONIO, TX -
Stinson Aerodrome Reunion. A Celebration 
of the history of Stinson Aircraft Co. An 
extensive program is being planned. 
Contact Marcia Gietz, 2358 Bolsover St. , 
Houston, TX 77005-2648, fax 713/ 522­
2458 or e-mail atstinson@concentric.net 

MAY 2-4 - ROANOKE RAPIDS, NC - Annual 
Spring Fly-In, sponsored by EAA 
Antique/Classic Chapter 3. All welcome. For 
info contact Ray Bottom, jr. 757-722-5056 or 
Fax at 757/873-3059. 

MAY 4 - DAYTON, OH - 34th Annual EAA 
Chapter 48 Fly-In Breakfast at Moraine Air 
Park. Lots of Antiques on the field. Contact 
jennie Dyke at 513/878-9832. 

MAY 18 - ROMEOVILLE, IL - EAA Chapter 15 
Fly-In breakfast, 7-1 1 a.m. at Lewis 
Romeoville Airport (LOT). Info: Frank 
Goebel 815/436-6153. 

MAY 18 - WARWICK, NY - EAA Chapter 501 
annual Fly-In at Warwick Aerodrome (N72) 
in Warwick, NY. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Food, tro­
phies, judging closes at 2 p.m.. Unicom 
123.0. Info: Harry Barker, 201/838-7485. 
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MAY 23 -25 - WATSONVILLE, CA - 33rd 
annual West Coast Fly-In and Airshow. This 
years theme "Quest For Speed . . . Air 
Racing Through The Ages." Info: Call 
408/496-9559. 

MAY 24 - DECATUR, AL - (KDCU) EAA Chapter 
941 9th Annual Fly- In. Food, fun, aircraft 
judging. For more information contact Dick 
Todd, 205/971-4060 or 205/961-4540 (work). 

JUNE 1 - DEKALB, IL - DeKalb-Taylor 
Municipal Airport. EAA Chapter 241 Fly-In 
Breakfast. 7 a.m. - noon. Info: Bernie 
Simuuich,815/758-8434. 

JUNE 6-7 - BARTLESVILLE, OK - Frank Phillips 
Field. 11 th Annual National Biplane 
Convention and Exposition. For info call 
Charl ie Harris, Chairman, 918/622-8400, 
Virgil Gaede, Expo Director, 918/336-3976. 

JUNE 6-7 - MERCED, CA - 40th Merced West 
Coast Antique Fly-In. Info: write the Merced 
Pilots Assoc., PO Box 2312, Merced, CA 
95344 or ca ll Virgina Morford, 209/383­
4632 or for concessions, Bud Holck, 
209/722-8323. 

JUNE 6 -8 - SUGAR GROVE, IL - Aurora 
Municipal Airport, EAA Chapter 579 Annual 
Fly-In and Open House. lAC Chapter One 
Heuer Classic aerobatic competition will be 
held at the same time. Antique/Classic aircraft 
displays, and EAA B-17 tours are scheduled. 
Lunch available on Friday, breakfast and 
lunch on Saturday. For info: Alan Shackleton, 
630/466-4193, Bob Rieser, 630/466-7000, 
David Monroe, 847/639-6490. 

JUNE 7-8 - ELKHART, IN - EAA Chapter 132 
PancakeBreakfast. Call 616/699-5237 for info. 

JUNE 8 - TOWANDA, PA - Towanda Airport 
(N27) Fly-In Breakfast. All you can eat, includ­
ing 100% pure maple syrup! 7 a.m. - 1p.m. 
For info, call Car/ Lafy, 717/265-4900. 

JUNE 8 - ROCK FALLS, IL - Whiteside County 
Airport (SQ/). 15th Annual EAA Chapter 
410 Fly- /n/Drive- /n pancake breakfast. 7 
a.m. - noon. Call Bill Havener for info: 
815/626-0910. 

JUNE 13-14 - CAMARILLO, CA - Camari llo 
Airport. fAA Chapter 723 Father's Day 
Airshow. Pancake breakfast for early birds. 
Info: Gary Stucker, 805/985-4058. 

JUNE 13-15 - GAINESVILLE, TX - Gainesville 
Municipal A irport (GLE) - The Texas Chapter 
of the AAA's 35th Annual Fly- In. New 
Location! For info: j im Austin 817/429­
5385, Roy Skelton, 817/430-40 18, Penny 
Richards 817/482-6175. 

JUNE 	14 - ANDOVER, NJ - Aeroflex Airport 
(l2N) - NC Chapter 7 Fly-In. Authentic 
WW I p lanes. Young Eagles, great food. 
Rain date: j une 15. Info: 201-786-5682 or 
201-361-0875. 

JUNE 14 - ALL OVER THE WORLD - INTER­
NA TlONAL YOUNG EAGLES DA Y. Fly a 
Young Eagle on this day, and join the thou­
sands of other pilots who will be doing the 
same to further the awareness of sport avia­
tion. For info call the EAA Young Eagles 
office at: 414/426-4831. 

JUNE 14-15 - ANDOVER, NJ - Aeroflex­
Andover Airport (12N). Olde fashined fly-in 
sponsored by EAA A/C Chapter 7. 
Authentic WW I birds, good eats. Info: 
201/786-5682 or 201/361-0875. 

JUNE 15 - ANDERSON , IN - Anderson 
Municipal Airport. EAA Chapter 226 Father's 
Day Fly-In breakfast, 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. For 
info call Larry Rice, 317/649-8690. 

JUNE 15 - LACROSSE, WI - Father' s Day 
Fly/Drive-In Breakfast. 7 am-12 pm. $4.50, PIC 
free. Cakes by Big jakes, displays by Harley 
Davidson, Skipper/iner, aviation vendors. NC 
fly-bys and static displays. Check NOTAMS. 
Info: Steve Schmitz, 608/781-5271. 

JUNE 15-21 - MORIARTY, NM - Southwest 
Antique and Classic Soaring Rally. Info: 
George Applebay, 505/832-0755. 

JUNE 19-22 ST. LOUIS, MO - Creve Coeur 
Airport. American Waco Club Fly-In. 
Contacts: Phil Cou lson, 616/624-6490 or 
Jerry Brown, 317/535-8882. 

JUNE 21 - WALWORTH, WI - Bigfoot Airfield 
(WI05) Fly/Drive-In Breakfast. Young Eagle 
rides, airshows at 9 and 11 am. Rain date: 
6/22. Info: Bob Kirkpatrick 414/736-4201. 

JUNE 21-22 - FOWLERVILLE, MI - Maple 
Grove Airport Chapter 1056 Fly-In. Sat. 
pilot events, camping, Sun. breakfast. Info: 
Ron, 517-223-3233. 

JUNE 22 - NILES, MI - jerry Tyler Mem. 
Airport. 10th Annual Fly-In BreakfastILunch. 
6 am - lpm. Carbon's Malted or Healthy 
Gourmet pancakes, real orange juice. 
$3.95, kids under 5 free. Luch is Chicago 
style Hot Dogs, chip and soft drinks. 
Tropies for first arrival and 7 categories. 
Proceeds to benefit EAA Chapter 865 
hangar project and their safety and young 
peoples programs. Info: Ralph Ballard, 
616/684-0972. 

JUNE 26-29 - MT. VERNON, OH - 38th Annual 
National Waco Reunion Fly-In. 513/868-0084. 

JULY 6 - NAPPANEE, IN . - EAA Chapter 
938 I ce Cream Social Fly-In . Info: 
219/453-4364 . 

JULY 30-AUGUST 5 - OSHKOSH, WI - 45th 
Annual EAA Fly- In and Sport Aviation 
Convention. NOTE DA Y CHANGE - Now 
Wednesda y through Tuesday. Wittman 
Regional Airport. Contact John Burton, EAA 
P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086, 
414/ 426-4800. 

AUGUST 2 	- ELLSWORTH, KS - (9K7) EAA 
Chapter 1127 Fly-In breakfast and Cowtown 
Festiva l. Info: 913/472-4113. 

AUGUST 9-10 - RICHMOND HEIGHTS, OH 
-Cuyahoga County Airport. Wings & 
Wheels, to benefit the Crawford Auto­
Aviation Museum. Info: 216/721-5722 or 
the web site at www.whrs.org 

AUGUST 30 - MARION, IN - 7th annual Fly­
In/ Cruise- In Breakfast sponsored by the 
Marion H igh School Band Boosters. 
Antiques/C1assics/Homebuilts, as well as 
Antique/Classic cars welcome. Info: Ray 
johnson, 317/664-2588. 

http:www.whrs.org
mailto:atstinson@concentric.net


MEMBERSHIP 

INFORMATION 


EAA 
Membership in the Experimental Aircraft 
Association, Inc. is $35 for one year, including 12 
issues of SPORT AVIATION. Family membership 
is available for an additional $10 annual/y. Junior 
Membership (under 19 years of age) is available 
at $20 annually. All major credit cards accepted 
for membership. 

ANTIQUE/CLASSIC 
Current EAA members may join the Antique/ 
Classic Division and receive VINTAGE AIR­
PLANE magazine for an additional $27 per year. 
EAA Membership, VINTAGE AIRPLANE mag­
azine and one year membership in the EAA 
Antique/Classic Division is available for $37 per 
year (SPORT AVIATlON magazine not included). 

lAC 
Current EAA members may join the International 
Aerobatic Club, Inc. Division and receive SPORT 
AEROBATICS magazine for an additional $40 
per year. 
EAA Membership, SPORT AEROBATICS maga­
zine and one year membership in the lAC 
Division is available for $50 per year (SPORT 
AVIATION magazine not included). 

WARBIRDS 
Current EAA members may join the EAA 
Warbirds of America Division and receive WAR­
BIRDS magazine for an additional $35 per year. 
EAA Membership, WARBIRDS magazine and 
one year membership in the Warbirds Division is 
available for $45 per year (SPORT AVIA TlON 
magazine not included). 

EAA EXPERIMENTER 
Current EAA members may receive EAA 
EXPERIMENTER magazine for an additional $20 
per year. 
EAA Membership and EAA EXPERIMENTER 
magazine is available for $30 per year (SPORT 
AVIATION magazine not included). 

FOREIGN 

MEMBERSHIPS 


Please submit your remittance with a check or 
draft drawn on a United States bank payable in 
United States dollars. Add $13 postage for 
SPORT AVIATION magazine and/or $6 postage 
for any of the other magazines. 

EAA AVIATION CENTER 
P.O. box 3086 

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086 
WEB SITE http://www.eaa.org 

E-MAIL Vintage @ eaa.org 
PHONE (414) 426-4800 

FAX (414) 426-4873 
OFFICE HOURS: 

8:15-5:00 mon.-fri. 
1-800-843-3612 

.. ' 

; 

MEMBERSHIP DUES TO EAA AND 
ITS DIVISIONS ARE NOT TAX 

DEDUCTIBLE AS CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Something to buy, sell or 
trade? An inexpensive ad in 
the Vintage Trader may be just 
the answer to obtaining that 
elusive part. .40¢ per word, 
$7.00 minimum charge. Send 
your ad and payment to: 
Vintage Trader, fAA Aviation Center, P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086, or 
fax your ad and your credit card number to 414/ 426-4828. Ads must be received by 
the 20th of the month for insertion in the issue the second month following (e.g., 
October 20th for the December issue.) 

AIRCRAFT 


1946 C-140 - 1687 TIAF, 328 SMOH (0-200), 
auto gas STC, TXP/ENC Loran, Com, Cleveland 
brakes, wheel extenders, Scott tail wheel, annu­
ailed 9/96, original logs (original owner was Steve 
Wittman), $16,500, 330/667-2760. 

1941 Aeronca TC-65 - August annual; good con­
dition, but not a show plane. Hangared since 
rebuild in 1976 by Western Michigan University. 
Must sell, have new RV-3. $13,0000BO. 
(313)439-7717. (0249) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SUPER CUB PA-18 FUSELAGES - New manu­
facture, STC-PMA-d, 4130 chromoly tubing 
throughout, also complete fuselage repair. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AIRFRAME INC. (J . Soares, 
Pres.), 7093 Dry Creek Road, Belgrade, Montana 
59714, 406/388-6069, FAX 406/388-0170. Repair 
station No. QK5R148N. (0274) 

FREE CATALOG - Aviation books and videos. 
How to, building and restoration tips, historic, fly­
ing and entertainment titles. Call for a free cata­
log. EAA, 1-8oo-843-3612. 

Ragwing Replicas - Ultralight legal Aircamper, 
Heath , Pitts , Duster , Triplane . Plans $52. 
Brochure $3. P. O. Box 39, Townville, SC 29689. 
(0400) 

EAA Aircraft Finance Program. We finance 
most types of aircraft including experimentals. 
No aircraft age limit. Call 1-800-999-4515, FAX 
941/646-1671 E-mail eaa@airloans.com 
Homepage http ://www.airshow.net/eaaloan · 
administered by NAFCO. (1626) 

Biplane fever? - Join the Nat'l Biplane Assoc. , 
quarterly Biplane News, annual convention, fine 
people, fun times, annual membership $25.00. 
National Biplane Association, P. O. Box 470350, 
Tulsa, OK 74147-0350 , 1-918-665-0755, Fax 
918-665-0039. (0182) 

Aeronca C-3 Data Plate Only - Serial Number: 
A662; Model: C3 ; Date Mfd : 6/12/3 6; Engine: 
Aeronca E113C; Plate Number 9957. Contact: 
Hubie Tolson, PO Box 12912, New Bern, NC 
28560, Voice: 919-638-4215, Fax: 919-638-7456, 
Email: tolson@coastainet.com (0419) 

Greater Rockford (Continued from page 20) 

the airframe, Gar found he could use por­
tions of tubing sa lvaged from the forward 
part of the fuselage tubing to rebu ild the aft 
fuselage. The aft fuselage , though recov­
ered from the landing site, had been torn 
from the fuselage, so it needed extensive 
work. Also, to fit the Greater Rockford in 
the C-46 that brought it home the forward 
fuselage had to be carefully cut in half. Gar 
and Mike jigged the fuselage with pipe 
clamps, and they a lso added a newly fabri­
cated windshield frame. 
Gar even managed to neat ly duplicate the 
caned seat bottom and back that Fish and 
Shorty sat upon as they flew across the Arc­
tic. Mike built a new set of wood doors us­
ing the battered origina ls as patterns, and 
even original sty le chicken wi re was in ­
sta ll ed in the aft cabin, just as it had been 
done in the Greater Rockford to help keep 
the baggage where it be longed. Although 
the a irp lane was destined to never fly again, 
the airframe has been restored to airworthy 
standards. Only the Wright 1-5 Whirlwind was 
not rebui lt completely - although it looks great 
on the outside, thanks to preservation work 
done during the time the airplane was with the 
college, the pistons do not have a set of rings 

installed. Many were rusted to the cylinder 
walls during the years on the ice cap, and it 
took hydraulic power to push some of the pis­
tons out of the cylinders, even after prolonged 
soaking in penetrating oil. The Hamilton prop 
was overhauled and straightened, having had 
one blade bent when the airplane was blown 
over sometime afte r Cramer and Hassell 
walked away from it. 

Much of the original aluminum could be 
reused, includi ng the boot cowl on the for­
ward fuselage. When it came time to paint 
the airplane, the original markings ''Rockford 
To Stockholm" was still very visible, and was 
used as a guide for the new lettering when it was 
applied. 

The airplane is covered with Stits HS90X 
fabric and painted with Stits Poly1one, both in 
the interest oflongevity, and the fact that the 
Poly1one neatly matched the semigloss finish 
of the original plane. Painted in the yellow and 
blue colors of the Swedish flag , the airplane 
was installed in the museum in time for the 
60th Anniversary of the 1928 flight. 

When it was finally brought to the mu­
seum, there was one man miss ing who cer­
tainly was there in the minds of many. Fish 
Hassell didn't live to see his beloved Greater 
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Rockford restored. He had passed away on 
September 12, 1974, 13 years to the day af­
ter Fish had lost his son Pete in the Air 
Force accident. But he had seen it returned 
from the ice cap, and had seen fit to write 
his memoirs down on paper though the 
years, chronicling a remarkable life of a 
man who was tough when he had to be, yet 
able to see the events of the years though 
the eyes of a man who had a big heart. 
As it sits today in the Midway Village & 
Museum Center, the Greater Rockford 
rests as a tribute to the great spirit and 
will of Bert "Fish" Hassell and Parker D. 
"Shorty" Cramer, and the perseverance 
needed later in life to get the Greater 
Rockford off the Greenland ice cap, 
something in which their many friends 
and family members can be proud to 
have participated. ... 

If you'd like a copy of the book, "A 
Viking With Wings" you can contact 
the Midway Village & Museum Center, 
6799 Guilford Rd, Rockford, lL 61107, 
phone 815-397-9112. They still have a 
few copies left. 

If you'd like to visit the museum and 
view the Greater Rockford and the asso­
ciated exhibits, you can do so from 
April through October. Call ahead to be 
certain the museum will be open when 
you wish to visit. Admission is $3 for 
adults, $2 for seniors and children 6-12. 

Spirnl-BotUld

Classroont. 


w ith Poly-F iber, 

Our new manual isn't 
just a reference - it's a 
covering course in a 
book. It's the clearest, 
most thorough, and 
most fun-to-read 
step-by-step 
book of its and how much 

fun it can be. It kind . It wi ll 
includes our entire guide you all 

the way cata log of too ls, 
through the entire 
Poly-Fiber process in 
plain easy language 
and with a delightful 
sense of humor. 

Order Yours!Just $10.00! 
Plus SblppIng It Handllng 

808-362-3490 
~.polyfibe&coEB 

E-mall: Inf"o@polyflber.com 

A i r c r a f t C o a ting s FAX: 909-684-0518 -
30 APRIL 1997 

It' " 
show 
you 
just 
how easy it is to 

cover an airp lane 

products, and other 
good ies, too. All you 
need to make it happen 
is our new manual . .. 
and a dream. 

THE 19405 TODA Ymagazine has the scoop on the 
complete '40s. In addition to color-packed features on 
the history, culture, movies, and nostalgia of the period, 
THE 19405 TODAY takes you where the '40s are hap­
pening NOW. You will discover the people, places and 
projects that are helping to keep the vibrant 
'40s alive. 

Try THE 19405 TODAY for one year (6 big 
colorful issues) for just $19.95 (save 
over the $3.95 cover price). ~-r=l3int 
Maryland residents 
add $1.00. 

stoeK promol­
ermsysubSfi­
!Ute a $5.00 
cBSllrefund 

to place your order on MasterCard or 
VISA. Mon.-Fri. 10AM to 9PM, EST or 
use our 24-Hour Fax Order Line: (410) 
663-3110. FREE sample issue avail­
able upon request, no purchase 
required. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Act by December 31 and get 
this hilarious one-hour video 

FREE. Allow 6 to 8 weeks 
for delivery. 

Mail to: THE 1940s TODAY, PO Box 20006, Dept. 5, Towson, MD 21284 

Fly high with a 

quality Classic interior 

Complete interior assemblies for do-it-yourself installation. 

Custom quality at economical prices. 

• Cushion upholstery sets 
• Wall panel sets 
• Headliners 
• Carpet sets 
• Baggage compartment sets 
• Firewall covers 
• Seat slings 
• Recover envelopes and dopes 

Free catalog of complete product line. 

Fabric Selection Guide showing actual sample colors and 
styles of materials: $3.00. 

air1exf:RODUCTS, INC. 
259 Lower Morrisville Rd ., Dept. VA 
Fallsington, PA 19054 (215) 295-4115 

mailto:Inf"o@polyflber.com


aean D TM 
 NORSEMAN FlOATPlANE 
FESTIVAL 

End the Oil Mess 
~;;: 

July 25-27, 1997 & preceding days 

The Annual Reunion for 

Floatplane Pilots, Owners, 

Mechanics, Be Enthusiasts 


Activities for the ~ n tol a" 
whole family!! rU 
RED LAKE, ONTARIO CANADA 
For more information contact: 

Norseman Committee 
Sox 131 
Ked Lake, Ontario pov 2MO 
CANADA 	 .

Phone:(807)727-2809 
Fax:(807)727-3975 

Grumman IvIallard 

D-17 Staggerwing Beechcrah 

For Round Engine Classics 
Any Size Radial From PT's to 
Constellations 
Over 300 Clean KitsTM on 	 Cusiom eoglOeeltng • 00 specially Cleon Kit'" is eI,!), 

bIe lor held awo.d usrng standard 337 process for 01radial engines worldwide; 
o:rtegorresof ahcrcitincluding antiques, classics, 


warbirds and transports. Dartan Inlemational, Inc. 

264 TrcxJe Sire€!, #1010. plllpooary eIecmc oi/lCOYeO!Jlng and shutoff """"' &Jnlklrn, CA 9'1fY:f1

is 100% foolproof and safe This kff ls coc\piI<oo.oIIed, 800-713·2786
wi~ goorded swiiches and onrm:lotion lighl>. 12- and 619-471-9304 FAX
24"," sysIems ""'liable. 

© Dorloo Inlemolionol, Inc., 1996 

Own the Airplane
of Your Dreams 
with EAA's®Aircrajt Finance Program. 

EAA's Aircraft Finance Program is 
designed to make it easier and more 
affordable to own an airplane. The plan 
will fmance not only homebuilts, antiques 
and ultralights - but most other airplanes 
as well. Skyhawks, Bonanzas, Aztecs, 
Citations - with no aircraft age limit. 

The EAA Aircraft Finance Program 
offers low down payments, loan mini­
mums of $1 0,000 and attractive rates with 
terms up -to 15 years. 

We welcome partnerships, flight 
schools and flying clubs. Save money by 
refinancing your current airplane. 

EAA membership is included with every 
loan that's approved. We' ll also automati­
cally renew and pay for your annual EAA 
dues for the length of the loan - on loans 
over $20,000. 

For more information on the EAA 
Aircraft Finance Program or to obtain a 
loan application call : 

1·800·999·4515 
or fax 941·646·1671. 

~~iD ~?'- A_ - y

A_ 
• 

EAA® Aircraft Finance Program 

The EAA Aircraft Finance Program is administered by NA FCQ, P.D. Box 6145, Lakeland, FL. 33807. 
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Gr 


AI Kelch 

Mequon, WI and 
Frostproof, FL 

First plane ride in a 

Jenny, 1924. 


First flying lesson in a 

Curtiss Robin, 1934. 


Restored many old "jew­

els" back to flying and 


show condition. 


Current project is a 

Travel Air 4000 that 

Lindbergh flew on the 


Robertson Air Line. 


Collection also includes 

8 antique autos, 5 


antique boats and 3 


motorcycles. 


AUAis 

~ 
.. 

approved. 

To become an 

EAA Antique & 

Classic Division 

Member, call 

800-843-3612 

"When I was six years old, 

my uncle Percy Bricker, a barn­

stormer, gave me my first ride in 

his Jenny that he bought for $10 

and a Ford Model T. 

At 78, I am still at it. AUA is cur­

rently insuring four of my aircraft. 

I find them a very respectable 

group of people to do business 

with. They speak"old airplane" 

language very well." 

- AI Kelch 

AUA's Exclusive EAA Antique/Classic Division Insurance Program 

Lo"'{er liability and hull premiums 


Medical payments included 


Fleet discounts for multiple aircraft carrying all risk coverages 


No hand-propping exclusion 


No age penalty 


No component parts endorsements 


Discounts for claim-free renewals carrying all risk coverages 


The best is affordable. 
Remember,Give AUA a call - it's FREE! We're Belter Together' 

800-727-3823 
Fly with the pros.. .fly with AUA Inc. AVIATION UNLIMITED AGENCY 
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COMAY, working with ADA Inc., has the broad knowledge it takes to cover the specialized needs of antique 

and classic aircraft pilots. COMAV coverage is backed by SAFECO Insurance, one of America's most trusted 

companies, with an A++ rating from A.M. Best. For more about our unique programs, contact your aviation 

specialist. Or, if you're an EAA member, call ADA at 800-727-3823. Remember, we're better together. 



THUMBS UP, OLLIE 
by Dennis O. Norman 


