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For The'~First TiIlle 


By David Gustafson, Editor 

Seventy-five years ago Wilbur and Orville Wright 
made the first powered flight at Kitty Hawk , North 
Carolina. It was an event that would reshape the 
world. Seems a bit strange today when you learn that 
the original flight was seen by only four men and a 
boy, and afterwards most newspapers either ignored 
it or described it in 2 inches on the last page . The 

original flyer flew four times that December 17th, and 
was airborne for a total of 1 minute 38 seconds be
fore it was damaged in a landing. Shortly after that, 
gusting winds caught the two forty foot wings, lifted 
the frail plane and demolished it. It never flew again . 

On September 27, in honor of the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Wright Brother's accomplishment, 
the EAA Aviation Museum unveiled an exact copy of 
the original flyer. The occasion marked the first time 
a Wright Flyer has stood ready, engine running, 

props twirling and poi sed for flight in 75 years. As 
Daryl lenz and Philippe Van Pelt pulled the props 
through for the third time , the engine kicked over 
and ran up immediately to full power (there ' s no 
throttle control , only " on" and "off"). The noise level 
was surprisingly high, made up as it was from a curi
ous collection of clattering chains, sprockets, long 
prop shafts and huge, crude wooden propellers that 
shook every part of the airframe as they swung 
round. The engine steadily belched wh ite puffs of 
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smoke. Everyone in the audience of several hundred 
people who had gathered for the run up, seemed 
impressed , if not actually shocked by the strange 
sounds and unusual sight before them. Certainly, it 
was an exciting encounter with history. Following the 
running of the engine and an extensive photo ses
sion, the Flyer was dismantled for movement inside 
the Museum where it has been placed in a special, 
permanent display. 

The airframe of this replica was built for the EAA 
Air Museum from blueprints provided by the Smith
sonian Institute . Construction work was done by stu
dents of the Blackhawk Technical Institute in Janes
ville, Wisconsin. Steve Hay and his sons, Steve Jr. and 
Jim, of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin , also used plans from 
the Smithsonian to build a duplicate of the original 
200 pound , 12 horsepower engine that the Wright 
Brothers had hand crafted specifically for their Flyer. 

Members of the EAA Museum restoration staff 
trucked the components of the Flyer to the Museum 
in Franklin , Wisconsin in June and have since worked 
steadily to complete the covering and assembly of the 
Flyer. 

The Flyer ought to go to the top of everyone's 
" Must See" list. 

WRIGHT FLYER MEASUREMENTS 

Span: 40 ft. 4 in . 

Chord: 6 ft. 6 in. 


Gap: About 6 ft. 2 in. 

Camber: About 1/20 


Wing Area: 510 sq. ft. 

Horizontal Rudder Area : 48 sq. ft. 


Vertical Rudder Area: 21 sq. ft . 

Length: 21 ft. 1 in . 

Weight: 605 Ibs. 


!David Gustafson Photo) 
The day before the press assembled for the running of the Flyer it was tested back in 
the museum shop area. It shea red three pins, requiring replacement of the prop shafts. 

!David Gustafson Photo) 

Close up of the Flyer's eleva tor and engine . . 
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SINCE NOVE MBER 15,1929 THIS . 

MOST ARDENT SPORTSMAN PILOT / 

DA."OHN D. BROCK ; 

OF KANSAS CITY I-tAS MADE A " HOP" 
A DAY, EITHER ON BUSINESS OR. ;, 
PLEASURE,THEREBY SETTING 

AN INT ERNATIONAL RECORD 
FORYEARAROUND FLYING. 

\ 

ooE WILL HAVE FLOWN 
2417 DAYS, WITHOUT A 

MISS, AS WE 60 TO PRESS. AT 
PRESENT HE OWNS A MONOCOUPE 
A WAC.O TAPER-WING AND 

. A C.ASII~ WACO. DR. BRoe K, 
DURING HIS FLYING EXPER - :):,;.~. 
IENeE. HAS OWNE.D N IN E. .'j":'\':' 

.. WACOS, A STINSON, BLAC.K- l:f ,i 
:1 HAWK, SWALLOW, TWO MONO

COUPE.S, AND A FEW OLD ARMY J08: 
8EFORE. COMMER.CIAL SH IPS WENT 

INTO PRODUCTION. 

DR. JOHN D. BROCK 
Kansas City Sportsman Pilot of 

Flight-A-Day Fame for 10 Years -
Nov. 15, 1929 'to Nov. 15, 1939' 

By Glenn Buffington 

8 78 West Crockett Street 


Seattle, Washington 98779 


Back when the world was young and while attend
ing James Elementary School in Kansas City, among 
the compulsory reading was the book, "A Dutch Boy 
Fifty Years After", by Edward Bok. In it he told of his 
practice of writing to and interviewing various states
men and political leaders of the era. I adopted the 
idea and only chose to correspond with people in av
iation; at first with junior pilots who were making 
names for themselves and later with both men and 
women identified with the flying scene. 

JOB with his Cabin Waco. 

Vignette of Dr. Brock by jesse Harrison Mason in the july, 
1936 issue ·of the National Aeronautic Association 
magazine. 



Dr. John O. Brock was among the many I con
tacted, and it was in March, 1932 that he sent the au
tographed picture used with this article. On the back 
side he inscribed. " May your flight through life be a 
long one." Perhaps it has served as a good omen as I 
hit the three-score mark in reasonably good health . 
Further correspondence with him led to my employ 
at his Specialty Optical Company in the stock room 
and office. This was in the mid-30' s, fresh out of high 
school and waiting for further schooling. 

Specialty Optical Company was a bee-hive of activ
ity in spite of the depression years and managed to 
keep thirty-plus employees busy. We had two other 
optical companies (Superior Optical and Kansas City 
Optical ) under the same roof and the latter two com
panies met the demands for more competitive prices. 
Regular prescription lenses and mountings were the 
prime sales , however we did have a supply of artifi
cial eyes, sun glasses and aviation goggles (the Fit-U 
variety) . 

Reminiscing : as a " good forger" of signatures , 
one year I was called upon to spend an afternoon 
signing Brock's annual Christmas letters to the cus
tomers . I was also given a half-day holiday for naming 
the new employee newsletter, " SOCO Plane News" . 
One public relations project we helped with while 
JOB was Missouri National Aeronautic Association 
Governor, consisted of writing numerous civic lead
ers throughout the country appealing for their sup
port of new airports and landing strips. Brock felt 
there should be more strips paralleling the main 
roadways, close to town , with easy access for ground 
transportation . This was during the era when Charles 
Horner was President and Louise Thaden was Secret
ary of this national organization. 

I have always been grateful to Dr. Brock for taking 
a chance on this fledgling, during those lean years , 
when he could have hired someone with far more 
experience. The 3-year employment eventually ena
bled me to attend night classes at a business school 
and to acquire a little flying time. First with Jack Van 
Wormer in his E-2 Taylor Cub and then with Bill Mil
ler at the Rearwin Factory school at Fairfax, on the 
Kansas side of the River. 

Dorothy Lyon , who headed up the Women 's Aero 
Club of Kansas City, was office manager when I first 
joined Specialty. Later, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Hunkeler 
supervised the shop and office , respectively and then 
followed Mr. and Mrs . Roy Godsey, in the same 
capacities . Godsey had formerly been commi ssioner 
of aeronautics of the K.C. Chamber of Commerce. 

To digress a little more, one of our regular visitors 
was Harry Hodgens, the printing company salesman, 

The 1932 picture of J. O . Brock. 

who was another Monocoupe owner, having much in 
common with JOB. One of Brock ' s early-on let
terheads pictured the Taperwing over the Heart of 
America skyline and the motto, "A flight a day keeps 
the doctor away". Quite a synonym! 

There was a huge well-stocked trophy case to the 
left before entering Dr. Brock' s office , and the outer 
office wall was lined with some great, vintage pictures 
of banquets, planes and such notables as: The Gov
ernor of Samoa, Capt. Lincoln, Walter Hinton, 
Richard E. Byrd, Harry Truman, Louise B. Mayer, Her
bert Hoover and Chick Sale , among others. They 
were all black and whites, and it was a missed oppor
tunity in not obtaining some duplicates. 

Although JOB had his first airplane ride in 1910, it 
was in 1924 that he was taught to fly by the 01 ' maes
tro John Kerr (Tex) LaGrone at Richards Field , where 
most of the Kansas City air activities centered in those 
days . 

During the time I was in his employ, JOB owned a 
Waco Taperwing a Cabin Waco, and a Lambert pow-

Air capital tour foursome, 793 7 - (left to right): Col. Ruby 
Garrett, general counsel of the KC Chamber o f Com
merce; Barton Stevenson and Charles Towns, airplane 
reps and pilots, and Dr. John O. Brock, manufacturing 
oculist and flier. 

Trophy and award showcase displaying some of JOB 's 
" hardware" . 

ered Monocoupe ... aU were painted a canary yel
low trimmed in sky blue, a beautiful fleet of aircraft. 
Bob Moody, an A-1 mechanic, kept the planes in air
worthy condition and supported the owner in getting 
airborne each day. Bob also worked in the optical 
company shop , after completing all the maintenance 
work . Dr. Brock was soft-spoken and usually could be 
found smoking a cigar. Friends and guests were en
tertained at the Pickwick Hotel , just north of his place 
of business . 
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Dr. Brock in the cockpit of the Waco Taperwing. 

'111' ..... _I I 

Outer office wallladened with vintage pictures of the era. 
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" 
Dorothy Lyon, Kansas City pilot, who served as office 
manager at Specialty Optica l in 1935 . 

I sometimes feel that Dr. Brock's motivation for 
beginning his record daily flights might have started 
with the International Air Circus Exposition and Pilots 
Reunion which was staged at Fairfax Airport in Kansas 
City, September 21-29; 1929: It was the biggest show 
of its kind ever held in that locale and stimulated av
iation growth in the area. Dr. Brock had served on 
the Advisory Committee and was in on all the scenes 
of action. 

A generous person , JDB was known to have do
nated trophies and plaques to winners of a number 

of races and aerobatic competitions at the national 
level. Those receiving most of his support were in the 
sportsman pilot category. He, in turn, was unable to 
resist the lure of the race course himself and partici
pated in a number of sectional meets, generally flying 
his Monocoupe. Among others, he won the 
sportsman pilot race at the Omaha races, May 27, 
1932, followed by another victory the following day, 
and also a fi rst place at the Emporia, Kansas races, 
July 4, 1932. He was a perennial visitor to the AII
American Air Maneuvers at Miami and also the Na
tional Air Races, generally in Cleveland . He also par
ticipated in a number of state air tours when they 
were all the vogue. Much of his cross country time 
was spent flying to his ranch near Alton, Missouri, 
230 miles to the southeast of Kansas City. 

Dr. Brock probably is best remembered for his 
flight-a-day fame - for ten years from November 15, 
1929'to November 15, 1939'(3,652 days), he managed 
to be airborne sometime during each day. In his 
quiet manner he spent a lifetime helping to promote 
flying and at the same time had a good time doing it. 
There were banquets and awards in honor of Dr. 
Brock when his record number of flights hit the 
yearly, century and various thousand-day marks. We 
shall hit a few of the highlights. 

The huge trophy in the center of the display case 
was given to Dr. Brock by city officials and the people 
of Kansas City, Missouri at the conclusion of his first 
year record along with two others, one from the Kan
sas City, Kansas Chamber of Commerce and another 
from the Fairfax Airport Company. Speakers at the 
banquet held at the Muehlebach Hotel were: Col. 
Paul Henderson, President of National Air Transport; 
Major Reed Landis, the second ranking American ace 
in WWI, and William B. Stout of the Stout Metal Air
craft division of the Ford Motor Company. Dr. Brock 
had flown about 425 hours and covered about 50,000 
miles during the first year of daily flights. 

During the second year of daily-record flights, and 
with the backing of the Kansas City Chamber of 
Commerce, a tour of the 48 state capitals was con
ceived - an ambitious undertaking of some 17,000 
miles. Dr. Brock did the flight planning and Col. Ruby 
Garrett, gifted orator, went along to do the "talking", 
expounding about Kansas City and all of its assets. 
They personally presented to each governor the offi
cial good will greetings of Kansas City. JDB flew his 
Stinson Junior during the capital city air tour. They 
were accompanied by Barton Stevenson and Charles 
Towns, flying Dr. Brock's Warner powered 
Monocoupe, over the first segment of the tour, and 



Stevenson flew the remainder of the tour alone in the 
'Coupe. 

In reviewing the map of the capital-cities tour , 
which began June 29; 1931, I feel sure there must 
have been a landing at Sault Ste. Marie and possibly 
Duluth, as the Toronto-Winnipeg leg is too long. 
However, I have been unable to verify this. There 
were a few changes in itinerary, but all 48 capitals 
were visited. One change occurred at the end of the 
first segment - the fliers flew from Little Rock to 
Springfield , Missouri and then encountered thun
derstorms in the Kansas City area. StevensonlTowns 
sat down at Butler and Brock/Garrett at Marshall to 
wait out the storm before continuing to Kansas City 
later in the day. JOB reported he added about 35 
hours of flying time over the first segment and that 
Col. Garrett had "added 50 hours to his speaking re
cord " . 

After rounding out two years of record flights, it 
was reputed Dr. Brock's longest time spent in the air 
upon anyone flight was 5 hours 32 minutes. This was 
September 4, 1931, bucking headwinds from Detroit 
to Bu rlington, Iowa. The shortest trip was 30 seconds 
- merely a hop from one end of Fairfax to the other. 

Upon the latter occasion snow, sleet and fog were 
the reason for the abbreviated flight. However, with 
improved weather, he flew twenty minutes later the 
same day. The local chamber of commerce missed no 
opportunities to point out the flyable weather in the 
Kansas City area, but there were days when I won
dered how his record would remain intact. Dr. Brock 
was certainly blessed with euphoria to be able to con
tinue his lengthy record , for over a long stretch there 
are bound to be a few days when one "doesn ' t care 
whether school keeps or not!" When asked about 
stopping his flights , he came up with another 
charmer , " Why should I stop? I'm getting along all 
right! " 

Another banquet was held at the Muehlebach (fol 
lowing a luncheon in St. louis) after the 1,000th day 
of flight with Col. Garrett as toastmaster. Notable 
speakers were: H. F. McElroy, city manager, who flew 
with JOB on a number of his anniversary flights, 
Franklin Moore, former manager of Fairfax, Opal 
Kunz, Joseph F. Porter , Jr ., Robert Willoughby, C. E. 
Ray, Col. W . C. McChord and Dr. Burris A. Jenkins. 
Opal Kunz, national commander of the Betsy Ross 
Corps, presented Dr. Brock with one of four trophies 
he received that evening, and said, " Dr. Brock un
doubtedly is the oustanding sportsman flyer in the 
world " . As usual , his response to all the applause was 
brief and modest, " If I have rendered any service to 
Kansas City, it is because I love the city." 

1934 Specialty Optica l catalog cover. 

On the completion of his 2,OOOth consecutive daily 
flight , Dr. Brock was honored at a luncheon in 
Washington, D.C., given by the National Aeronautic 
Association. Among the large group of dignataries at
tending the affair was then - Senator Harry S. Tru
man. 

Dr. Brock 's last years were spent at his 14,000 acre 
ranch near Alton, Missouri, where he died in 1953 at 
the age of 72 . Li ke Amelia Earhart , he had flown for 
"The Fun Of It" and enjoyed it all. 

(Thanks to Irvin B. Decker, Jr. for photo copying.) . 
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VIA AIR MAIL 
I.: r . Gl enn Eu ffil\..,t cn 
131 3 . Be ll Ai r 
Kansas C:ity , !. _: -:cil.ri 

A cachet from U . S. Air Mail Week, May 15-21 , 1938. 
Dr. Brock was one of hundreds who carried the mail; 
Gardner, Kansas into Kansas City, via Monocoupe. 
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Map showing itinerary of Dr. Brock and Col. Garrett in 
their State-Capital Air Tour (193 1). 
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It Was 
an Ideal 
Fly-in 

Story and Photos by David Gustafson, Editor 

The taste and artistic sensitivity that AI Kelch de
monstrated in his two years as editor of The Vintage 
Airplane might have suggested he was capable of 
throwing a great party, but in this case anticipations 
couldn't get up to the level of reality. Everything went 
smoothly, everyone enjoyed themselves, and Dale 
Crites made history. 

I guess it comes easy when you 've got all the 
necessary ingredients : a 1,200 foot sod runway, 
enormous willow trees near a pond lined with cat
tails, a barn full of antique cars and Cub parts, a han
gar full of rare toys that fly, a house that's part con
verted chicken coupe, six turkeys on the grill, a touch 
of madness, a dash of wealth and an understanding 
wife. The list goes on and on, but it's only a part of 
what happened. 

Joined by Mark and Diane MacDonald, my wife 
and I flew our station wagon up through southeastern 
Wisconsin to the Kelch 's farm , just south of Cedar
burg. Arriving at the farm can be a bit startling on the 
day of AI's annual Turkey Fly-In, for there, beside a 
quiet tree-lined country road, you abruptly come 
upon this line of antique and classic airplanes on a 
gently sloping , closely clipped lawn that 's spotted 
with stands of magnificent old willow trees. There's 
no runway in sight, so the planes seem slightly out of 
place. 



Turning onto the farm 's driveway is like passing 
through a spiral infandibulum. Time changes, an
xieties disappear, even the light seems different. It's 
definitive RUSTIC. The barn obviously hasn ' t been 
used for its original purpose in years , ~he quaint little 
farmhouse looks like cover material for Better Homes 
and Gardens, and the enormous manicured lawn ab
ruptly terminates at the sheer edge of dense weeds. 
That's AI's only crop. Winding into the barnyard you 
begin to see how the huge lawn slopes down around 
a small pond (where a sign says " Do not walk on the 
water"), and up to a long, level north-south sod run
way. On a low hill beside the runway is a large 
windsock and a pretty realistic looking, full-size 
statue of an indian drawing an arrow. Off to the side 
of the south end of the runway is a large new hangar 
which on the day of the fly-in harbored Dick Hill's 
E-2, Dale Crites ' 1911 Curtiss Pusher, along with AI's 
Franklin Sport, )-3, Fairchild 24, and his brand spank
ing reflewed Curtiss Wright Travel Air 12-Q. AI had 
labored on the Travel Air all summer and took it up 
for the first time less than two weeks before his fly
in. 

After one of those quick run-around inspections 
of the grounds, buildings and airplanes with mental 
notes like "gotta look this one over more closely" , I 
wandered back to the barn and joined my wife and 
several others in shucking five boxes of fresh corn. 
We were in perfect position to watch landing planes 
pass by low 'n slow. They'd vanish behind the aban- - . . . . , . 
doned silo before flaring. Occasionally, they'd disap- An fAA Biplane taxies past the indian guard on Kelch s strip . 

pear, the soft sounds of final would fade out, and 
then we 'd hear the noise of full throttle. Twelve How many fly-ins have this kind of highlight for entertainment? 
hundred feet doesn't look like much when you're 
used to paved strips a mile long and football field 
wide. 

Behind our mountains of corn was a lineup of six 
Weber grills, each with a simmering turkey. Whatta 
smell. No barnyard ever had it so good. When we'd 
reduced the five crates to a large bag of corn silk and 
several others full of nude cobs, my wife, Nancy and 
I went into AI's barn for a closer look. It's the kind of 
place that could fill a day real fast if you had the lib
erty to follow your curiosity through to the limit. 
There are antique outboard motors , crumbling black 
autos awaiting rebuilds, the bones of several Cubs, a 
gorgeous Graham Hollywood car that looks like de
cadant 1932 " Cinema Moderne" and a delightful Au
stin American. Boxes , shelves and barrels overflow 
with relics to the point that you're sure the orlly dif
ference between AI and a kleptomaniac is that AI pays 
for his junk. 



Between 11 :00 and 12:30 several dozen antiques 
and classics flared safely past the indian. Groups of 
people wandered around looking at each others ' 
planes . Before the day was gone a total of 55 planes 
would arrive (50 were taildraggers). Most folks from 
the south were forced to drive due to bad IFR condi
tions. Wisconsin's idyllic summer days were gone. 
Storm systems moved through quickly in September 
and it was rare that any day went by without at least 
one corner of the state being zapped by el stinko 
weather. 

About 1 :30 the birds were under the carving knife 
and 140 people filed past the buffet in the barn. Ooz
ing eclairs were passed around for desert after which 
an EAA cap floated by with a salad of dollar bills . 
Then the Wisconsin Chapter of the Antique Airplane 
Association came to order for a brief business meet
ing. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, word went 
around that Dale Crites was going to fly his Curtiss 
Pusher with a passenger! His daughter had agreed to 
ride on the wing, and indeed she did. Everyone at the 
fly-in lined the sides of the strip as Dale climbed into 
the pilot 's seat and Barb sat down carefully on the 
plank that had been laid across the leading edge ribs . 
Constant chatter about Dale 's level of insanity was 
highlighted with loud quips from the spectators, yet 
no one stepped out with a serious protest, no one 
tried hard to reason with Dale. Everyone wanted it to 
work. Nervous laughter rippled through the crowd as 
numerous cameras were adjusted. People ran back 
and forth trying to decide on the best camera angle. 
"Clear the runway!" "Look out!" "Get back!" "He's 
going!" 

With a clattering roar the OX-5 peaked its power 
urging the Pusher to overcome its seeming reluctance 
to move . Soon it was rolling, then running. Barb 
clung to the struts, kept her feet together and must 
have breathed deeply if she could breath at all . Con
tours and bumps in the runway expressed themselves 
clearly in the airframe as it strained with the load and 
thrust . Half the runway was gone . . . two thirds .. . 
then they were airborne - twice! Just barely. The 
rate of climb could be measured in inches. But stead
ily and smoothly all things considered, the Pusher 
sacheted around to a downwind leg and cruised eas
ily over the trees and weeds. That old OX-5 purred as 
smooth as any other plane on the field . Excitement 
and satisfaction hid any feelings of nervousness that 
may have lingered . Dale was on final. The crowd 
backed up a little more . Barb clung tightly and had 
leaned her head foward into the wind . 

AI's willow trees provide an excellent backdrop for his Franklin Sport and Travel Air. 

AI makes a pass over the parking ramp with his Travel Air. 

~~ -:-
f- ., 
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A Luscombe on final for AI Kelch 's turkey-day fly-in. 

AI Kelch taxies up in this fresh ly restored Curtiss Wright 
Travel Air. 

Volunteer corn shuckers quickly w ent through five cases 
of corn, while six turkeys simmered behind them . 

The Pusher settled quickly, but Dale offset the 
sink at the last minute and greased her on. Everyone 
cheered. Barb may easily be the only Curtiss Pusher 
wing rider alive. It had been a nostalgic joy to watch. 
There was just enough danger to make it thrilling, but 
anyone familiar with the extraordinary talents of 72 
year old Dale Crites wouldn't have entertained much 
doubt. 

Peoples' focus shifted back to small groups of 
conversation. It seemed everyone I ran into had a 
project. Ed Wegner talked about tearing down his 
Spartan this winter. Duane Golding's wrapping up an 
OXX-6 bird that ' ll fly next summer in Sheboygan , 
Dick Martin of Green Bay may have already flown his 
Howard DGA rebuild when you read this and Tom 
Rench of Racine felt completion of his rare Staggerw
ing B could be discussed in terms of " near future" . 
Bill Dodd described his efforts to secure and refur
bish a Buhl Pup, which he recently test flew. Each 
one of these projects sounded like it was loaded with 
useful information and good entertainment as well. I 
hope these people will take the time to share their 
experiences and good humor with all of us. (In less 
time than it takes to rib stitch a tail group, anyone 
could write up a description of their project.) 

Unfortunately, all good events reach an end, too 
soon it seems. After Dale's flight with the Pusher the 
cry for "clear" rang out with increasing frequency. 
The line-up on AI 's lawn was quickly filled with holes 
and almost suddenly it was empty. Time to drive off 
in our squeaky Matador . We found Lois Kelch and of
fered effusive expressions of gratitude for a beautiful 
day, a lot of fun and an excellent feast . 

" Where's AI? " 
As it turned out, the last plane off the runway that 

day was AI 's )-3 . A wind shift and fresh breeze proved 
too much temptation so AI went up to show the re
maining auto drivers how his Cub could fly "back
wards" . From the ground it was obvious that he was 
having fun and would probably stretch it out for a 
while. . 

" Let's go. I' ll phone our thanks in tomorrow. " 
As we turned out of the driveway the )-3 broke 

from a hover into a stall. There was that familiar dip, 
a surge in engine noise and AI rolled the Cub off be
hind some trees to try again. 
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1 - Alfred W. Lawson, in a50 hp Gnome Moisant-Blerior 
Monoplane at Garden City, Long Island, November 1913. 

2 - The cover of one publication edited and owned by 
Alfred W. Lawson. The aircraft is Lawson's Thomas flying 
boat in which he commuted from New.Jersey to New 
York. 

3 - M. T. (Military Tractor two), was the second of two 
types of trainers built by Lawson's firm at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin during the First World War. 

4 - Alfred W. Lawson in his office at Green Bay, Wiscon
sin, 1917. 

5 - Lawson with 
November 19 13. 

a 510ane-Oeperdussin Monoplane, 

6 - Two engined, 18 passenger airliner, designed. built 
and test flown by Lawson in 1919 . 

7 - Lawson handing over the "Times" newspapers at 
Washington after flying from New York on September 19, 
1919. He also carried 14 passengers and their baggage. 



Album 

Lawson 
or and Inventor 

IS Provided By 
(EAA 2 11 24L) 
?rs Rd. 
Illinois 

8 - Alfred W. Lawson at the contro ls of the first airliner 
built in America. 

9 - The airliner was built to ca rry up to 6000 Ibs. of mail, 
but never really did. 

10 - Lawson 34 passenger airliner, powered by three 400 
hp engines. 

11 - These large airliners were first designed in America 
but were extensivel y cop ied 
Europe. 

12 - " Lawson House on Wings" 
gers could walk erect in the cabin. 

13 - Alfred W. Lawson 
1926 . This wa s a 100 passenger airliner that 
completed for lack of funds. His ideas 
ahead of the times. 

and put into se rv ice .in 

was so big that passen

in his last aviation endeavor in 
was not 

were just too far 
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Professi 

By Rob Mixon 


13365 S.w. 208 Street 

Miami, Florida 33177 


Photo Provided by the Author 

BACKGROUND: 
Professional" was conceived while I was flight' in

structing in a "Cub" at dusk. 
The sun was meeting the horizon and 5hado.'!1is . W¢;~ 

stretching across the ground; soon the sound of the'. iaJI 
grass would be brushing the underside of the Cub's' tires;. 
holding them gently until we would be puffed bacK',tfjto 
the reality of the private grass strip and earth. 

I would be giving post-flight instruction to my student; 
. a student, for reasons only suspected by him, who would 

rather observe those below him than learn to fly; a stu
dent who suspected that he was dying of cancer. 

Only after his death (six months later) was it clear to 
me why he was so fascinated with flying over the coun
tryside, if only to watch the activities of those below 
him .... 

ww..1pire 5uJ:l.ris& to sunset and after. 
to ·loQk . down· at ,those below 

:quge mansions of glass 
~wimmingPpools. Look

the warm glow 
they relax in 

me that their 
as their monitary 

as I move slowly 
quilt below. 
fellow workers 
hensive; caus
their learning 

,~ared. I 
appren
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Sweepstakes winner, 1931 Buhl Bull Pup LA-I , NC348Y - Dan F. Neuman, Minneapolis, MN. 

1937 Waco ZKS-7, NC17701 - Wayne E. Hays, Yardville, NJ. 
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Story By AI Ke lch 


70 18 W. Bonniwell Road 

Mequon, Wisconsin 53092 


(Photos by Gene Chase - Director, EAA Air Museum) 

Flight time from Mequon, Wisconsin to Blakes
burg, Iowa was 3 hours and 45 minutes in my Piper 
Cub. The comparison to last year's 7112 hours tells a 
tale . The Weather Gods were generous for a whole : 
week, with sunshine, sunshine, sunshine! The "1 sur
vived 13" of Rain " T-shirts, which were prevelent on 
the teenage group, were faint reminders of last year's 
weather, and out of place in this shining atmosphere. 
A week of Iowa's best weather was most welcome 
and with the good weather came airplanes of aH 
sorts, shapes and sizes. 

There were several first time planes, of which two 
were very outstanding. An honest-to-goodness live 
Salmson 9' cylinder 40 hp (sewing machine) engine 
pulled a petite attractive doll of a Corben from 
Wichita, Kansas. This combination of engine and 
plane was most attractive, brightly painted in Travel 
Air blue with yellow wings. Dick Geist "Collector Ex
traordinaire" has been at this project for some time, 
and I have been following it with great interest, hav
ing two Salmson powered airplanes of my own. I did 
not think he would attempt the flight, so was taken 
much by su rprise to see his arrival. Dick cranked the 
engine up a few times every day, and naturally col
lected a fantastic crowd to hear the little jewel kick 
contentedly away, as smooth as the proverbial Cadil 
lac. There were only a few Corben airplanes built 
under Certification in Madison , Wisconsin. The rest 
were sold in kit form and assembled by their owners. 
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1930 Parks P-2 , NC499H - Wayne L. Amelang, Tullahoma, TN. 



NC244K - Frank E. Bass, Moore, MT. 7937 Stinson Junior S, NC70833 - Philip W. Schultz, Lancaster, CA. 

7929 Arrow Sport, NC853H - Dr. Roy S. Cram, Burwell, NE. 7936 Monocoupe 90A , NC75427 - Matt Poelking, Wadsworth , OH. 



1946 Dart Gc, NC31690 - Roy Good, Moore, OK. 

The second surprise was like opening a Christmas 
box to us "light plane" buffs. It was a gorgeous Buhl 
" Bull Pup", powered by a Szekely engine, and flown 
by Dan Neuman of Minneapolis. The little plane 
floated to the ground like a leaf and snorted up to 
the flight line with all 3 cylinders huffing and puffing 
for all they were worth, the Szekely running as 
smoothly as I have ever heard one run. This project I 
have also been following, and was lucky enough to 
get a preview in Dan's hangar last Fall while attending 
the Minneapolis group's Christmas party. Dan stated 
that the plane flies as nice as it looks . He was deter
mined to bring the Pup back to original condition and 
has done a fine job . A friend of his did the engine 
and obviously knows how to do it. The 3 cylinder 
" Zeke" can ' t compare with the smooth performance 
of the 9'cylinder Salmson, however. 

There was an abundance of fine planes and the 
caliber of workmanship was superb. A Howard DGA
15, that came late in the week, attracted people like 
flies, and easily won Grand Champion. It would be 
impossible to mention all the fine planes here, but 
we submit the pictures as a sampling of types. 

The usual camaraderie was enjoyed by all . The 
grass was just soft enough and dry enough for com
fortable wing sitting, and many hours were spent vis
iting and renewing old acquaintances . Seeing past 
friends and meeting new ones is a most significant 
part of Blakesburg . The usual Type Club meetings 
were interesting and the ridiculous parade is always a 
highlight of the week. A great deal of fun and frivolity 
goes into the making of this event. 

A lot of flying, exchanging rides , etc. , made in
teresting viewing for the " fence leaners" and " patio 
sitters". About sunset every eveni ng the whole gang 
would gather for dinner on the patio, conveniently 
located on the East side of the runway. The fly-bys at 
this time were particularly enjoyable, looking into the 
glorious Iowa sunset. I am sure everyone enjoys this 
time of day at Blakesburg. 

The campers had a good time, as usual, and were 
particularly pleased by a new shower house next to 
the campgrounds. Camp fires abound, and the visit
ing goes on far into the night. The campground is lo
cated next to a woods, and a very attractive ravine 
has an abundance of the usual night sounds . Their 
symphony is almost as unreal as the sound track of a 
swamp movie , ju st the right background for a 
campfire . 

Just North ' of the campground on a hill was a new 
and attractive home being bui.lt by Bob Taylor. I vie
wed it , as did many others , with green eyes. A most 
enjoyable location and view. 

Grand Champion, 1940 Howard DGA-1 S, NC22 423 - Ron Rippon, Rockford, IL. 

1933 Corben Baby Ace, NX1 2961 - Dick Geist, Wichita, KS. 



1928 Trave l Air 0-4000 , NC6478 - Jim Younkin , Springda le, AR. 1978 Fokker DVI/I (Rep lica) '- Bob Ralston, Ponder, TX. 

Dorothy and Gene Chase, Hales Corners, WI and the. fAA Air Museum 's 1937 Ryan sew. 1928 Pitcai rn Sport M ailwing, NC6708 - Stephen Pit ca irn , Bryn Athyn, PA. 

Gene is Director of the Museum. 

There are quite a few outlying attractions that go 
with the Blakesburg Fly-In, that are most enjoyable 
and serve to augment the field activities. At Fairfield, 
Iowa is the Old Timers and Threshers Convention. It 
is a short flight from Blakesbu rg and group fly-outs 
are prevelant. There is transportation from a near-by 
airport to the grounds, free of charge. The show itself 
is a combination tractor-pull, hog calling contest, 
thresher's feast, etc., and has the charm of a dozen 
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County Fairs, plus monstrous steam threshing en
gines, all spewing smoke and demonstrating their 
brawn at doing monstrous tasks. There is also a steam 
train complete with old fashioned station, where you 
purchase a ticket for a long ride around the whole 
fairgrounds . 

Another attractive fly-out is the Amana Colony, lo
cated about 60 miles Northeast of Blakesburg, which 
has a landing strip. It offers a day's entertainment or 

more, one of the main attractions are the restaurants 
serving food family style in the old fashioned manner. 
The Amana people are industrious, and have furni
ture factories, woolen mills, winery, and many attrac
tions and shops for pleasant browsi ng. 

All in all, the ru ral scenery and the fact that the 
fly-in is limited to members only, make for a relaxed 
atmosphere and a very enjoyable fly-in. 
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By Cedric Galloway (AIC 752) 

74624 Willow Street 


Hesperia, California 92345 


Photos Provided By The AuthorTHECAPELLIS 
TRANSPORT 


Very little is known about this unique airplane. It 
landed at the Grand Central Airport, Glendale, 
California in the fall of 1936. At the time I was attend
ing the Curtiss-Wright Tech Engineering School and 
saw it come in for a landing. 

I t was grounded by the C.A.A . shortly after that. 
When I took these pictures I looked it over and could 
see why it had been grounded. The leading edge and 
wing fairings were held in place by P.K.'s (sheet metal 
screws). The P.K.'s were only one of the minor rea
sons for grounding the plane. 

What impressed me the most about the plane was 
the unusual 'biplane' empennage. The landing gear 
was partially retractable, being drawn up into the en
gine nacelle. 

Several years later while showing some friends the 
pictures, Kenneth Aymar said he had seen the Capel
lis airplane when it was being built at the Alameda, 
California airport. He said the story he heard was that 
Capellis was in debt and the Sheriff put a padlock on 
the hangar door and the plane was not to be moved 
until all bills had been paid. 

As Aymar tells it, Capellis cut the lock one morn
i ng and before the sun was up, he took off for parts 
unknown. 

So when he landed at the Grand Central Airport, 
the C.A.A. and the Sheriff were there waiting for him. 

In the late 30's or early 40's I saw the Capellis 
Transport in several movies. Not too long ago when 
talking with Walt Jefferies , I asked him if he knew 
anything about the Capell is Airplane. He said it had 
been used by several Studios as a prop. They had 
never flown the ai rplane - just taxied and used it as 
a background. A model had been built and it was 
used in a flying sequence in one of .the movies. 

Jefferies said he hadn't seen or heard any more 
about the plane for many years. It may still be in the 
Prop storage lot of some Hollywood Movie Studio. 
Perhaps someone who reads thi s account will be able 
to add to this story. 

Capellis Transport Front View 





JUNKERS A-50 

Used by Cathay Pacific Airways 


Lim ited of Hong Kong 
Photos Submitted By 


Malcom Rose 

c/o Cathay Pacific Airways, Ltd. 


Kai Tak Airport 

Kowloon 


Hong Kong 




IT HAS BEEN CALLED TO OUR ATTENTION 
(We Bloopered In October) 

Photos by Ted Koston 

(Who In No Wa y Contributed To The Error) 


This is NOT a Boeing 700 . THIS is a Boeing 700. 

It's a Stearman YP- 9 It was the Silver Age Champion 

and belongs to Ra y StephenlC. R. Jones of Livermore, CA. and belongs to S. L. Wallick. 
Blush, 

The Editor 
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(Photo by Chris Sorensen) 

This is Frank Tindall's 1940 Meyers OTW. 
"OTW" stands for "o ut to win". Tindal/'s 
aircraft has won 16 trophies, and it has 
one or two interesting modifications. The 
most obvious is the speed ring on the en
gine, which is off a Fairchild 24W. In con
trast to most modifications of thi sort, the 
nonstandard ring blends nicely with the 
rest of the aircraft. This is due in no small 
part to the beautiful paint scheme, which 
is Tindall's handiwork. In 1967, he replaced 
the original 125 hp Warner engine with a 
165 hp model of the same make. The re
placement engine has a unique history. It 
was used on a blimp in Australia during 
World War II. Each blimp has two identi
ca l Warners, and Warner set up an over
haul shop in Australia to service them. At 
the end of the war, the inventory of the 
shop was sold first to Univair, then later 
to Paul Daily in San Antonio, Texas. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Anybody wanna trade old ship f9r sha rp 
Fly Baby? Rigid wings, 65 hrs . p . Dale 
Spath, 2001 23rd Street South No. 106, 
Fargo, North Dakota 58103. 

F4U CORSAIR 


PLANE CHECKS 
The Leading Fighter of WWII - with a Record of 
21 40 Japanese Aircraft Destroyed, 28 of which 

Are Credited to Pappy Boyington 
Regular bank checks emblazoned with the F4U CORSAIR 

- Complete the order form, and write out your check. Now, 
get a deposit slip from the same account, and clearly 
indicate any changes or other notations as you wish it to 
appear on the checks. (These two documents will furnish us 
all the data we need to make your checks compatible with 
your bank's computer, and Amer. Bank Ass'n. specs.) On 
gift orders. send your check and mark his check VOID. 
Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 

Start Using Plane Checks Now! 

Your old checks will always be good. 


Identity Check Co. Box 149-0 Park Ridge , III. 60068 
" Activate" my order for Plane Checks, starting No. _ _ _ 
o 300·$7.95 0 600·$13.50 0 900·$18.75 
Checks ara printed with blue backgroonds, and are lap bound-one part deposit 
slips, registers and matching checkbook COYflr are Included In each order. 

o F4U CORSAIR 
o PIPER Aasortmenl a BEECH Asaortmenl o UNITED DC·l0 

a Cherokee a SundOwne' a NORTH CENTRAL OCt 
DArrow o V BonAnza a CONTINENTAL DC·l0 
o Seneca II a Baron o NATIONAL DC·tO 

a PITTS SPECIAL a P·51 MUSTANG o AMERICAN DC·l0 
a CESSNA Aasortment a TWAL·l011 n EASTERN L·l011 

a Hawk a P$A727 (j WESTERN DC·l0 
o 210 Centurion a B0-5 o OZARK DC·' 
a 310 a MOONEY 

a YELlOWJ·3CUB a HELICOPTER (BELL) 

Ship via 0 UPS (Insured) 0 Parcel Post 
o WEST COAST add one doliar-we'll fly it! 

Ship To: 

Address 

City State___Zip____ 


EAA DIVISION 

Antique/Classic 


EMBLEMS 
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*SMALL EMBLEMS *LARGE EMBLIDAS 
Tie Tack/Lapel Pin .. $2 . 75 Tie Tack/LapeL Pln .. ~j./~ 
Necklace w/ J6"Chain . $3 . 50 Necklace w/24"Chain . $4 . 50 
Charm w/Split Ring .. $2.25 Charm w/Split Ring .. $3.25 
Ear Rings (Pair) . . •. $4.25 Medallion w/Chain . .. $5.00 
Name Badges w/Emblem(Specify COLOR of PLASTIC) .$4.50 

*(When ORDERIqG Specify GOLDTONE or SILVERTONE Finish) 

ORDER FROM: CAMPBELLS, Box 1216, OSHKOSH , WI 54902 
*All Items INDIVIDUALLY PACKAGED IMMEDIATE DELIVERY* 

CAMPBELLS also has available for immediate delivery MINATURE 
AIRCRAFT . . (Luscombe , Cubby' ,Stearman , Spirit of St. Louis . .. 
PLUS numerous others. All we offer as Ear Rings, Lapel Pins, 
Charms, Necklaces, etc. WRITE FOR COMPLETE LIST & prices .. .. 
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Are you restoring a Classic? 

,q~ CUSHION UPHOLSTERY SETS 

:Jjo.n't dJ.L, ~~ 

\ 

I/~, 


,1J 

FINISH IT RIGHT WITH AN 


.,(/~ 


INTERIOR 

All Items Designed for Easy 

DO·IT·YOURSELF INSTALLATION 

UPHOLSTERED FOAM CUSHION SETS 
WALL PANEL SETS • HEADLINERS· CARPETS 

Airtex interior upholstery items are all 
made up into complete assemblies, ready 
for you to install. Your choice of three 
fabric styles and twenty colors. Luxurious 
cut pile carpets in seven colors, wrinkle
free Duraliner headliners, baggage compart
ments, seat slings and fire wall covers are 
also available for Classic planes. 

RE-COVER ENVELOPES 

Available for all Classics and some Antique 
model s, in Ceconite #101, #102 and cotton. 
Airtex makes the world's finest envelopes! 

rIo"dolpl£ AIRCRAFT FINISHES 
Nitrate & butyrate dope, enamel, 'urethane, 
thinners , reducer, retarder and primers . 
Complete stock of re-covering supplies. 

Send $1.00 for Catalog and Our 

Fabrics Selection Guide 


,4~p~, Jnc. 

DEPT "R", LOWER MORRISVILLE ROAD 


FALLSINGTON, PA. 19054 


(215) 295-41 15 
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